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own Conlciences. Thus we ak; As 2.37 


Here was an inward impulſe of the Spirit .up- 
on their Conſciences, accompanying; the out-- 
ward preaching of the Word. Thus God, 
ſecretly opened the Heart of Lydia to attend 


to what was preached by Paxl, Ads 16. 14+ 
And thus the Jaylor was wrought upon. by. 


the Spirit of God, As 16. 29, 30, 31, &c. 
This ſecret impulſe of the Spirit, and con- 
vidion of Conſcience ſinners many times 
have when they arc going on in. their fins, 
though they do not always. give heed ad 


hearken toit. And this many.times the peo 


ple of God have, when they b:gia to be lazy, 
drowzy, and to' fali-afle-p 1a {ecurity : ;and 


Jthercfore the. Apoſtle bids us-not'to quench, or 
(f 8 pieve the Spirit of God, 1 Theſſs 5. i 9 Epbeſ: £ 


30- And indeed the twq-..tormer, way: 


#IC Ch arift his | knocking and calling are. inctteQu-- T. 


al, unleſs they be accompanied with. this laſt 


0: way- -of talling: For ncither Ordinances. 'Bax- - 
rSIProvidences; can awaken ſinners, .unleſs. the 
ISpirit -of God 'work by them. . And there- 


| {fore we read Fob 36. 2, 9, &e-, that he fight 
[hindsthem in Cords, and hey opens. tho: ears. 


ſy a; ſeipline- 
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when they heard the Apoſiles 'Sermon, They 4 
were pricked at their hearts, and cried out, Men. 1 
and brethren, - what ſhall me doito be ſaved ?. 


i 
I 3 


: Ts It next ae 3 ob enquired into; is; 
ot what Eid - Chritt knocks and ealls 3 or 
whit i ii is which Chriſt would''have whien' he: 
kvbcks?- And to this I anſwer, - 

Ing neral, That the end or reaſon of Chriſts 
knocks and calls are various, according to the 
different ſtate and conditions of thoſe, at the 
' dbors of whoſe Heart he calls. But uſually 
when he calls, the: would have, or defignes 
one: or more of theſe ends or things: ty 

"1: To awaken finnets out of their deep fre 
ſlcep in fin and ſecurity. Sinners are by na ſh; 
ture fo faſt aſleep, in ſuch a dead ſleep of finfar 
_ and ſecurity, that nothing 1c than the voiceſſca 
of the Son of God knocking and ſpeaking atſbe 
- the door of their Hearts will awaken them : :B&; 
hence we read Fobs 5. 25. That the time-isifor 
coming; and now is, when the dead ſpall hearſſof 
the voice of the Son of God, and they that beavth, 
fall live. Which mufi be meant not of al; 
natural Death, or of the day of ReſurreQion mot 
bur of a Death i in fin; becauſe he ſaith; rhellgh 
time zow #5. And therefore ſaith the apo ad | 
Eph. 2. 1- Tow batb be quickged, i. 6. by th 
powerful voice of his Spirit; Who were deal + 
34 trefpaſſes and fins. Would you" fee wh Fran 
ne of Chriſt's calls are in this” "ſe" 
” fm the dead, and Chrift ſhall gi the oY bo 


he wa) and means to obtai 


r | word, but to the Heart ti by { Spirit. of P's 
| 2: Chriſt his calls at the doors of - our heaxts- 
many times defigne Repentance; Repen- 
tance is a Golpe-duty incumbent.upon” every 
perſon, Aﬀs 17. 30. But now commands a + 
men every where to repent. And for this cnc 
he ſends forth his Miniſters to preach | the; 
Dodrine of Repentarite, to ſhew the neceſſi>. 
ty of Repentance , aud that there is great. 
ceaſon or cauſe for Repentance z becauſe, we 
have ſinned, and thercby departed trom God, 
and cannot come to him again but by Repeti- 
tance. - It is called The DoGrine of Repent ance, 
becauſe Hepoytance is properly a Golp:]-doy. 
drine,a Doctrine that the Lawpreacheth not 3 


«for the, Law, or Covenant of .Works,, «lis | 

| of no Repentance 3 but upon. QuE.. Ma :of 

avfthe Law, iminediately pronounceth a ( 

c Gal. 3- 10. Curſed is every one_that continues 

War i: all things that are written iff the by .of 
| be Law to do them. But the Gaſpel-covenan te 
J admits of; yea, calls for Kipnrances as, 

n 


ercy : I [4.4 


aAmileth Mercy and Pardon upon our R 


8 tance; Prov. 25. 13- He that. nfo 5 
Wforſaketh bis fn , ſhall find. Mercy. bag 

ſpel tells us, that Except were Pegs: ee 
per- 


#1 OTE 7 Luke 13: 5. 
; C 4 | fons 


ab AY" 5 


es ſoa har orgeveracy; thin Cheit 
_kne o Aoteg: X 65H by: og? FTenes 
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.  pentatice;. for that ihe muſt cither repent, ot 
periſheverlaſtiogly. "If. perſons be-in- a late} ; 
of regencracy, and have by ſome temptation} | 
Or other lapſed or fallen.into Sin, or,” it may 

have ſome Sin lodging in them, not-yeth | 
eracly” diſcovered, and conſequently not par-J| 
ticolarly reperited of ; Then and in ſuch caſc}y:.. 

*Chrif}. calls to renewed and enlarged acts off | 

Repentance 3 for Repentance is a grace. thatÞ | 
Concerns us all our lives long ;.And therefore | 
thecalls-of Chriſt in this caſe may. be ſuch as| | 
theſe: Repent, for the gs es of beaver is at : 

and. | ( 
.. 3+ Chriſt calls to tidiies with'God.| - 
Wheu Chriſt comes'to the door of thine Heart, 

Re comes as a mediator and peace-maker , toſ. 

make Peace between God ard thy Soul, which 7 

arc at variance with'cach ctherz and by rea-F 

ſon of fin 'have an utter crimi.y- againſt- each} 
other, "The cauſe of this enmity Chriſt hath 
eaken away by his death upon the Croſs, andf 
yailed it to his Croſs : Thecauſe being remo- | © 
ved; he comes and calls to intreat that. the .cn- To 
mity i ir ſelf may be taken away, and we would| 
be reconciled wnto God, 2 Cor, 5* 18, 9, 20-f 
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" Thoogltin == be bitte - aebfok; foviny Fu ; ES Hh 
is hard to be wooed and perſweded:to.caft out. © - 
of his heart. the eamity*chat-is lodged there a> 
gainſk God and his ways. And therefore 
Chriſt is forced to, knock and call again and _ 
again, 'before we will. (in, this caſe)" bs. per. 
Tn o,yicld to his ſait, | 
4+. Chrit calls for a cloſurc with himſelf by 
Faich, as th: onely way and mcans co. abtain 
|. peace, and reconcilation. with God. , We. by 
.our Sins are indebicd to God, more than. eyer 
we arc able to pay : axe cheretore in dang:r to 
be arreſted by Divine Juliice, and caſt into 
priſon, where we may lic and rot,- to all etex- - 
nity. Jclus Chriſt feeivrg us 1n this miſery | 
and diftreſs, comes and calls at .the door. of - 
- | our hearts, offers to be our Surety to pay epey 
d.f farthing of our debt for us 3 and that 
tf this condition only, that hc may have our Tall 
of and free conſent ro do this tor us and that 
we will accept of with thankfulnefs what 
Ekindneſs hc ſhews herein, and rely upon him 7 : 
for the perfecting} of this work, for us3 and. * 7 
- where-ever Juſtice ſhall lay any charge' or ac= }- 
© cuſation. againſt us, we, will by Faich conti- 
Mo | * dent] he, ttedfaltly plead his SatisfaRtion for 
"4 OT Epharge. This is all chat he .xequires 
di Ho us; and upon this condition only, pro- 
2.f aa to. pay our Debt, reconcile us. to God,- 
lice 
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J : the tobe thy wifealſo, to rife up ſeed cathy | « 


«i bis From impriſonment, Abs a 6826-26 

*Glute and full diſcharge, that ſhalt forever {pt 
and good: to all ifitents and purpoſes, And Yo 
therefore Chriſt bis calls in this cafe-are ſuch as Fit 


| theſe, Match. 11. 28. Come unto me all ye [tc 


' "tbat labour and are beavy laden, and 1 will give [le 
 youreſt. Ifai.55. 1. Ho, every one thas thirfts, fa 
come unto the waters, andbe that hath no mo- | ts 


ney, come ye, buy and eat yea, ebree and. buy © 


wine and milk, without money, and" -withone $a 
| "Rev. 22.17. Let bim that is athirft [© 
ee: : and whoſoever will, ler bins take of tbe | t 
"waters'of life freely : and he aſſures us, Fobn ft, 1f 
17. that As many as receive bim (upon theſe || 
rermns) to them be will-give power to became the | t 


| "rt God: to them that thus believe on bis || 7 


Name: | And furely one would think” this call | n 
is wbrthy'to'beembraced, withiall readineſs of | c 
heart andthanktulneſs. t 
©4,2Chrift calls to fincere and hearty obe- | * 
diehice to his. commands, and fubjeQion to ! 4, 
his revealed Will and Law : he calls to TY 
Vie ybke wpou «, and learn of him, Mat. 11. 29. I 
This call is like anto that of Boas to his Kinſ= 
than; Rich 4. Buy Naomi's inheritance : but ; " 
Enbw alſo that thou muſt buy-it of Rath; | 
4+.*8/buy' the inheritance, but thou maſt cake | 


7a ws NPs 
IF" a_ 
: - 


*that is' dead; So faith her Saviour, = 
; _'Come, | * 
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F 
CT ike: he Hiro. 24 cod haves 
A ur for thieez- and thou art freely wels+ \ 
come to it > but know, that in the day where; |: 
fin thou. doſt this, thou' muſt alſo. cſpouſe mg. - 
to be thy Lord avd Hucband, and- muſt: f6-:; 
Je flemnly engage to behave thy (elt as.a;layslyi- 
5, (faithful and obedient wife to me3 thou; muſt. | 
»= | take me wholly, as 1 am, onely, - abſolutely. } 
, | andeverlaſtingly, nat only for a Prieſt. to make: / 
+ Faronement for thy Sins, and to ſantifie and: 77 +: 
# | offer thy gifts to the Father ; 3 but as/a Prophety |" 
e | to teach thee ſuch Laws, Statutes: and Judg>' $* 2 
- | nictits; a5are fit and requiſite for thee toi ob»: 
e | ſerve: and as a King, to rule and-1govean: © 
e | thee by my Law: Thy heart muſt be-my. 
- | Throne, and there muſt 1 fir, 'and exerciſe . 
1 | my Authority, and have thy whole mane. '; |: 
f | commaiid- This Chriſt calls for: but alash |. 
too many that (like Boaz his Kinſman) have: 


- 1 ,a mind of the benefit 4nd inheritance, yethere” 
> urn their backs, and will rather Jet the inhes; 
p | mitance: go to another, than they will take! 
_ C Jbri with it ; Many will have - Chai {his 
a Eo, but' few will rake up/his:Crofs 4 ane ©, 

t | therefore Chrifi his calls are but flowlyi Ta vhs _- 
"Þ | ned to/th this xeſpeR. Gt. 

- 6: Chriſt! calls/ ſometimes. to caries 3 

7 ” ge hs: Spouſe;; when ſhe is arbor a 

R __ in; heriwork: ſometymes the anon 
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Gods own Ws. « grow lrg ES, flggih, ei-! oi 
ther laying aſide their ſpiritual work, or-per- mt 
forming. it lazily. It they pray, they pray” 
hearcleſsly and careleſly, as if they mattered 
not whether they ſped or not. If they read or 
hear, they doit in too formal and cuſtomary 
2 manner, not ſtudying to profit «thereby. | 9! 
If they come to the Lords Table, they come to 
not with chat appetite, and enlzrged defire {| n: 
and expectation that they ſhould 3 though | be 
indeed their wanfs are many and great, yet if | fo 
God ſhould put the fame queſtion to them, | to 
that he did to E/ijab, What doſt thoy here Eli- | 91 
jab 2. it would be hard ior them to give a | tO 
clear and particular anſwer, or a good ac- | tit 
count of their being thezxe. They trave Sins | m 
enough to repent of, but yet - the fight *of | 
Chriſt bleeding and dying doth but little move | W 
or affe& them: They can look upon -him 
whos they have pierced, and yet mourn bat. 
little over him 3 they can behold what Chriſt: 
hath -done and ſuffered,” out , of pure love to: 
them, iand yet have little flirrings of Joya d | 
Thankfulneſs in- their hearts. - And as for ] 
their ſpiritual watch, they let that fall, though: J 
in' their enemies countryz and hereby they: ] 
give advantage and opportunity to their ene- | IM 
my totempt them, and/ftake them inhis ner- | C 
—R NOOOy that carefal and faithfal - Captatur of te 
EF --our 
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not only. in regard of our enemies watchful- 
neſs, . but in regard of our lazy and ſluggiſh. 
poſture, which. indiſpoſeth us for our:work, 
and gives advantage to- our adverſary z: be 
y {therefore calls upon us to awaken us, and . 
7. | quicken us to our watch, and to our work : 
eto our watch, leſt our enemy come and take us 
e | napping and to our work, Icft the night core - 
h {| before our work be perfected. It is a manifeft 
if | token of Chriſt his care and faithſulneſs, thus - 
to knock and call by awakening Ordinances 
. | or Providences, when thus he finds us enclined 
a to ſloath, or. ſluggiſhneſs : and yet many 
= {| times he is forced to call aloud before he can 

s | make us hear. 
£1- 7- Chrificalls to open to him, and take pare 
with him of that rich ftcaii, or bagquet, which 
he hath prepared and brings with him. Be- 
$lievers knowing ther abſolute dependance ' 
Fupon Chriſt for continual ſupply of grace and 
Zomfort, they make their 1«queſt to Chriſt; 

. lh at he would come and make a feaft in theie 
| ou us z that he would fill their hearts with 
Fiood and gladne(s; that his comforts may de> 
ht. their heart, whatever other [thoughts 
| may trouble and cumber them : and hercupon- 
. | Chriſt -comes and knocks for openivg and ens 


y 
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uceainnent, ſaying, (as in the TemtY Open ta. | 


F-” iter, my » Wot my: - Ave any andeſlag: 
= % promiſing, as Rev. 3+ 206 If any:man wi 
_  opent to me, I will come in, and will. ſap with 
bim,-aud be' ſhall ſup with me. Chriſt 'woulc 
not: looſe his feaſt when he bath prepared ic t 
-nor dothrhe love #0: eat bis morſels alone: but k 
deſires the company of his Spouſe, .for whouy Þ 

he hath prepared them 3 and therefore calls ® 
This was the caſe in the Text. - The Spoulſch ® 
erſ. 16. of the foregoing Chapter,- had prayed] - 
for the revival of Grace in her heart, that ſh4® 
might be prepared to receive and entertain 
Chriſt; and being ſo fixcd,begs his company fr 
This requeli is granted, for Chriſt according 
tocher requeſt comes, and defires to have. Ty I 
door opened to him : when Chriſt comes with vl 
loads 'of  comtort, he many times findes-the{j itt 
door: of the heart falt ſhat againſt him, long 
knocks and calls bcfore he gain admiſſion. 
The'Promiſes and Comforts of Chriſt Rand 
many times long at the doors of our hearts bee 
fore' we open to, and receive them by faith 
and; many an excuſe and put-off will many a 
poor {ou] make againſt it felf, before it will be 
perſwided to receive the-promiſes for-its own} 
comfort:z .yea ſometimes fo compliment It, uk 
and- plead excuſes, tilL Chriſt in 'an; angerſ;** 
withdraw, and- make the Soul long; and ch i | 
alſaſ heart to (eek Chyilt .in the promiſes, | 


I590t {\h leaſt part of the Holy Ghoſts JN 
J to difcoyer in thus Text. 
And thus have I thewed you few of - Dy 
things which Chriſt would have. when he . 
knocks and calls. The laſt thing ing the. Ex- 
plication . of the DoGrine, is to'ſhew: what 
are. the ſpecial times of Chrift his knocking . 
and calling. 

_ Tothis I anſwer in general, That there is 
F no Diſpenſation of God that he exerciſeth * 
| towards us. but .it hath ſomething, of a: call 
from God. in 1t«. Every. Ordinance of. God, 
is a call from God, and.comes with ſome MeF--. 
J age unto us. Meiſengers are not- (ent, but + 
upon ſome meſſage or errand.:.'' God's: Minis 

| fters are his Mcflengers, ſent unto us, with 
ſome word of Reproot, laſtruQion, 'Counlel, © 
or Comfort. And therefore che Scriptures 
are ſaid to be Profitable for DoGrine , Reprodf, 
" & eion,and Inflrufiion in righteouſneſs, 2 Tims 
3-16. And it is God's word that his Meſ- 
gers bring , and therefore their meſlags is 


| | xe heeded; becaule it is a call or 

"1 It IT, n God. Every ſecret impulle of the Spi=. 

t _ heck, and conviction of thy Conſcience, 
e 15a call. from God, ought to be liſtened and; 

+ thearkned. 405 for Conſcience is God's "IF. 


0 s. Vice: gerenc. in. the ; tl. Every Prov 7 Th 5 
"FE dence © 7 
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Bak thee, "Aion, is a Meſſenger ſen 

©, from God, apd hath ſomeching "of 2 call-in f 
> It, "ſomething, that God would have thee tc Þ 
© learn by it. Yea, even thoſe common 'preyiſjc 
'denges, Whether of good or evil, © chat Wh q 
thee in common with others, they come withſ tl 

ſome particular mcſſage to thee.  Apacket offftt 
Letters may be brought to a Town or placeſſs 

by onz. common Polt or Carrier, but everyſ['f 

ones Letter in particular comes abour his own 

w 

b 


{pecial buſineſs, though it come by the handF 
of the common Carrier. So in common 
AfiiQions or Judgements, though they come[fo 
wa common way, aud by a common hand.þt 
either Humane or Divine, or in a common{{tii 
way of Providence 3 yet they come upon a < 
particular. errand, and about particular bufi-fſby 
neſs, to the particular perſons to whom wr 
are ſcent. If they come to thee, know wm 
fore thar they have ſome particular meſlage to 

thee from Heaven ; and - therefore labour” toffen 
underſtand the Voice, and learn the [eHow NY / le 
Bec though there be ſomething of a'call from ; 
God in every paſſage of God's carriage towardsfjit: 
as, yct there arc ſome ſpecial times. where-PÞ N t 
in God's calls are much more remarkable : th 
and it would be of dangerous Verner 


to oflight —_ calls, or let ip ſuch opportani-P 
Ss 


inf} mark I tides ps wertut' MG 7 Jo - 
| paniec yer pac 'of the Spirit, "and 
#.Sconviftions 'of-oar own Confcienices, '2:God-- 
"5 que 64d (ends forth his Miniſterstp rag 
th HE "Goſpel” anc thoſe to whotn* ke ſends 
{them 'and bach pronhiſed- to be witÞ them al- 
F, evin tr the endof the world, Mitrh. 28. 
py 46; Iris his wotk'they are about; and they 
miaft have his affitance and direFion” in the 
We E Hetuſt'purwords intotheir Mouths, 
ſuch as "ity EIA mipiith- the end? and errand 
for' which® he Tey88'themn to' ſuch" 'pct{ons'or 
d, people2! Andhence'it 15, that thetaithfal Mi-. 
tiiſters'and'Servantsof Chritt ,- are” not * onely 
diverſly gifted and qualiticÞ for their: work 3 
butthey tind the Spirtr of Gbd"vatioully ©: 
rectinig > affiftiog;,' Teſtraining , or” enlargiog, 
—; as Gvd is iptcaſet* ro make. uſe' o& 
lem; and call chem" torth 'apoa forne parti- 
war work aad delizne; ' There” is ſcarce a 
| ffaich at /Miniftcr of Chrift- but” "thay obſerve 
em; Fei 4" him(clf by frequent' experience, both, 
yt i His private. Studies,” and pablick, Exercifcs. 
&- N by 'when God Jorh by his 'Spirit in'a more. 
F [365 v ordinary © nzoner; raife; enlarge, and di- 
ceſre&his Servants m' their ' ftudics'; Fat . 
i-Ft E-Word-upon their - Om ; and” kew! 


5 mY vt. ; ralivers 


ſeexct | immpu s of his £ 
of their” Conſgences z 


of dar rus conſ! ence £4 Nee {h D 2. 
upper z£0 une Convictions, 30d ih Le 

uen 4: motions of / the Spirit. ; Mt 5 

pent inſtance we have of. this, Mir ah 3 

we have Paul at Corinth., inwardly--p 

bis Spirit, v. 5- and therefore Ni 4 

work; and ” ſame Spirit was. -3lCo buſic ; n 

 work'in-the Hearts of his -heaterg 3 for- man. 

believed, v..$. . God encourageth- him., a 

bids him not fear, but.go on boldly =:5; 

work, and he will be wich hjm, and. defend 

him : And the reaſon was, becande God: ha 

meh people in that City, V. 9,20- « This, wi 

a remarkable time of Chriſt” his calling : 

the Fews oppoling the Apolile, and. 1c :cthin 

this call, proved of dreadful conſequence t 

them, v. 6.. 7% the Apoſtle left . them , an 

preached tothe Gentiles, When Chriſt by h * 

Spirit really warns the Heart of the Minific 

in his work, and withal A+ his his _ ; 
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Ro fin chin her "Dick on ers pri 
ty Cants 5- 41 5+ chis is a ſpecial. call 
"(6 11] n-Chrift; and take heed how thou _ 


{F# ity or letteſi-it 1 


-4, Chriſt his Knecks and Calls -arc. emi- | 


oo zent, under ſpecial and remarkable Providens 


P 


es. The more eminent and remarkable 


AGod's Providchces arc towards them, che 


more :loud' and conſiderable 'are his calls "Tn _ 
dn thee; As: for inttance, 

"x; Under viſible davger of Chrif his Te-! 
gnoyal or withdrawing, It Chriſt ſhew tigns: 
Snd tokens of removing, it is to corre@:oge! 

der negligence, and to quicken us tO layi 
er. hold upon kim. Thus ia. this Chaptes}- 
thereof the Text is part, the Spouſe didibud 
; much flight Chriſt, in chat {ſhe was fo 
yy that ſhe would not atiſe $0 Jet him-in/pandÞ 
xeforc he withdrew , and made her! feel 
im ſorrowing, with an. aking Heartziignd! 


Wiley Aelf-condemning conſcience ;longide= 


ore the could finde him. Upon:ahis iactoant 
rh gt Chriſt's departure trom-@-4pevfon or 
e'i5 many times gradua].: Heoue> od 
part on a fuddcy, Te jhe == 
vvery liep wy bo a/ norng/ 


| The glory: of God. a removed” t ; 
| of: the- houſe; from* thence. tothe: Mountain 
| and/chen» quite: away. If we. have any" b 
finels with God, it is high time'to improvd 
our: preſent oportunity; when God tells 'us b 
fignes and tokens: that he is removing, -anc 
ready to be gone. There is a wo immediate 


| 
ly falls upon that perſon or people from whonf| / 
God departs, when he' is gone , Hoſea 9% 12Þ 
Wo unto them when I depart fron them. "And! 
therefore the ſignes of God's s depatture muſſf ! 
needs be ſtrong alarms to cauſe us ſpeedily td 
lay hold upon God before he depart.  Fhere i 
fore ſaith 3s Prophet, Iſai. 55. 6: Seek ye 1h | 
Lord while be may be found, call wpou him whilg $ 
\Se is.neer. I 
. 2: When. God: hath for ſore time” wichf] 7 
drawn himſelf, and afterward for ſome: lite] 
tpace hath returned again; and manifeſted -hif® 
Preſence - or: nearneſs : this is a loud call'£ << [3 
_ Improve our time, and while it is called: <f 
day, to heatken, and not harden- our hearts '0 
__ We neadin the parable of the barren - Fig-tredf F 
Locke 13. 6, ©c. that when the owner had #' 
com ſeyera years expecting fryie,. and fou | 2 
none, he commands - that - the Tree be 
20% apes becuaſe it but cumbred the gronnd* 


OCH 


J. he ſpares it: onie year pin ad ta wei "1 
pains with it that ycar than he, had done of 
other- years before and if then it _ 
fruic,it :muſt' be cut down: without remedy: 
ovd Jf after our-many years barrenneſs in; God's 
.þJ Orchard, and his threatning to: cut us. down, 
and be takes more than, ordinary pains with us; 
itch by bis Word, Mcſſengers, and Spirit, ſeeming ' 
on More eminently and vilibly to return 'to/ ns. 
1 af for: ſome {pace, to dig about us, and dung us* 
\nd this is 2 loud call trom: him to: improve+the 
10/4 preſentopportunity, leſt he cut us. down, and 
there, be no ſervant to ſtand in- the gap'z'or 
fpeak a word. for us. God's Minifters/-are 
+8 his Husbandmen+. and if God: threatemii, th 
F cat downadiy:Tree, they. cry out; Lord ſpare 
Ita lictle longer, let.us take a little more: pains 
' itz and if, then, it will vot be fruicful, we 
will-hold our {peace : and +6; hexcupon-God 
't lo for ſome time-{pare, .and' yet no fruir.be 
F brought forth, thac Trec will-be. in great dan- 
| m x ©0. be curſed, and devoted to: the fires bf 
F once God (ay to his Minifiers as once. he did to 
, Fe or re vv, \ Jer" 7: 16> Pray not thou 'for this. peo= . 
# ple, neither lik up prayer nor cry; \for: I will not 
bo rar #hee-; 3-ſugh people mutt needs bein/a'fad 
% dition. ;- and: therefore-if: our ' time. be:but 
z time of-probation, it is. Gangeroangy to. Jet 
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- it flip; lefi Ge d feras iwhis TA a PRE we. bl 

A ſhall not —vion into his ecſi, . We findethat Nj, 

A good andipublick-ſpiriced man, Ezra; chaps Þ, 

v. $, &«c: farlly trembling and aftoniſhedat ſuch NY; 
a thing-as this ; God had puniſhed-his people 0 
by. afeventy years Captivity for-thcir fins: and J , 
now for a littletime grace had been ſhewed ca ff 
them from the Lozd, to give them a nail inf q 
his SanQtuary, and fome tokens of -his. tavour, || ; 
E and: viſible preſence 3 but now they begin to d 
| fall to their old come of finning;. and mil- f 
if 

a, 

zl 

ft 

ſo 


irprove this day of grace : this makes Zzrs to 
_ tremble, and fit down affoniſhed-+ And ſee 
what he faith in his Prayer to God, verſ; 13. If 
after all #bat is. come upon w for onr evil deeds, 
feeing that thou our God haſt puniſhed us of 
tban our miquities deſerve, and boſt given 44 
ſueb deliverance as this : ſhouldi we again m—— 
#by commandments — Wouldft not 'thow- be 
angry with us, until thou bad( deftroyed ws, ſo 
 #bat. there ſhould 'be no remnant yor eſcaping # 
Clearly intimating, how dangerous a thing it 
&, to ſhut our ear againſt ſuch. acl as” 
as. | 
Fog 2.-Chrifts Call + is eminent under heat met- 
ok Fpiritual or. temporal largely. beſtowed 
upon-us. The more largely God's: hand-is| 
-opened to thee in Bounties, the -more loud i is} 
His Knock and Call-to thee toopen to hi 


theſ 


This'fout'te wllinto his God, P/of: T9919 (Rex! b- 
' wm unto" thy reſt (3. e, nnto thy God; forGod * ©. * 
is the orily truc and perft@ reſt of the Soul}: 
0 niy ſont : for the Lord bath dealt' bowtifldly® 
with thee." And if in this*<aſe thou'ſhur him 
out,” or turti a deaf car to his call, the greater 
will be-chy fin : we'finde* therefore the Spirie 
of God often aggravating the ſins of tnien tram” 
this conſideration; as in the'cfe of Davitls'$2-\ 
Axel 1.2. when he had finned in the matter of 
Orjab, God Tſends Nathay to him, who thus 


| ſpcaks” to \him from” the Lord, "ver: 9,3; "F: 


anointed thee king over Iſrael : and Þdelivert# 
thee from the hand of Saul : ' F gave thee thy ma- 
rs bouſe,. and thy maſters wives into thy "bo" 
me, and rave be the bouſe' of Wract ind of 

k wie * oP 7 if that had been'too little, Trpould 
be moreover Dave given thee ſuch' anll ſach things * 
zo greet then 'baft thou deſpiſed the command® - 
, L þ Men ut of the Lird, to. do evilts' bis fi br 2" - 
is is made Davids" tin wonderfu "greedy" 


* £ in TT it a mofRtfad ipgravation of arily"nians 


; See how God" pleads witty his Chiarchs' 
4 Peat: Ep” 3 "pon: this account, -P6 yout this 7 re-! 
1 quire "Hel, 4p Whiy, what had” God done” - 
5] for 'thein?” See verf? g,, 6a: The" Aad'choſe 7 thens- 
by | for ir portion: His Providews/ halt*beerr wor 

# derful abbur* ther, - his Vreſence £6 /oonge : 


jam her hl at andlbick,. was  . 

þ ayhcinous and.intaterable! affront, he OO 
— be-dreadfat i the ſſur;.and therefore,w ſheth: 
Ws that-rhayi mould be wiſe. t0; conſider thezr.: ater. 
4 pubs: Jecus therctare think of this, hom. od, t 
bathiſo (5yery way); loaded with blelppgs : 
hr Grits. ca)]s.. Are, .Femarkable,, ben. his L 
judgments. are-textiþle'; when, the £ ternibleneſs a 
of-Gods Judgments. do ſpent, _ hot off 3 
Gods .wgath,.;thep ,jt.as: high ome. to-kn OW: F 
the 0 of therod, 'and "who bath ofpinied it. £ 
l 

\ 

F 

c 

y 

£ 
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Weigand. mos 4+. God threatens ito dra; 
| foreh wah fiſh: books, and caſt Jem of 
_— own. lang, becauſe of theix 2 ;INCOT neonate 
neſs. under: his Jadgments ; he had 
puniſhcd them for their ſins, .and-. pevaheg had 
not., returned £0. the Lord, and thezefore. he |. c 
-- \ woulddo thus with.them, ver|. 12»; Anc what, 2 
1 follows?.(mark) 4nd hecauſe T 14 ths wito | 
tþee,' therefore prepafe tg meet thy God, [0] Mee .F% 
| This:,was aloud: call, without, | de-N © 
| Joys t0Prepare:to mect God. > Pro- ff £ 
phetpatythisqueſticon in the Negative, which | 4 
| the-merecfiropgly, affirms, Ames. 2 9refbls af T 
et: be. blown-in tbe City, andcahe prop 
"ped? When Gods Trlamant wed 
3s ONES 0 RF an Rm: hat at 'ta 


x | gh: .meaning 4, is l Jealin 
» by us.15 plainly and. legibly: { Gods 5 
archead, of. Gods. diſpenſations. towards ,us, 
the moge. loud and intelligible. is his call. When | 
05 20: of God in his Providentes: plainly 1 
points. at. our carriages, calie tobe read-'and 
J-underſiood, this. makes the. call. more clear, 
and us the more incxcyſable if we take' not } + 
tice of it.. Sometimes a:,man. may., plai ly / b 
7: | read Nis-fin. that, God (mites ac, 1n his, Puniſh- | 
+. | ment ;..a5 David. might read his fin of Adultery 
lurdes, ju Abſalom's Rebeliog,. and lying |: 
wich his Concubines, Sometimes Judgments / 
pat. ſuch a op to us in.our lan,; and. takeaway | 
the-.ygry.pccaſion of our figs, ,or. the, things / 
where vs lin, apt we hy plainly ſe God 
eng, UGO.A - fig 10; us. etimes in, \- 
| A cixcam(ſtances of the A —_ > 
-M SES, them,..as here in the Texts. 
rilt Immediate, departure, Ws. the 
« . £ - complemental excule and, refuſal 
y-. F -0pt N, n to 1m, did moſt clearly: point out her 
Þ fy; r,-and (09 queſtion), was a moſt bit+ 


Sy ng "hn cr. Conſciency, 
DOI comes ſecret convictions.and 

d | invimations of ;the.cauſe of,Gods cotroyerſie, - 
- along wil the oflliQion. » 7 ; God whiſpers. MP 


@ 573 1 IJ: 


"Infor ch 2 ale nd when a theſe. ht 


G3 The tying ng © Fob | ef Ty con: 
erable- for this purpoſe, Fob 36.8; on 
Its * they be bound in | fenter?, wx w 

Aion : Then be wg # hen 


conguenc, 'to'tarn ths dear 16 
loud call' as this' is. Thus remark; 
's "are a loud calt-from C 


253) Emin vas 
| 7 tos our lv of ip ab 


ONF biayers Merc oprmni. err 7 iran ki 
at the doors of ar hearts for am fon. 


v6-4:necd not multiply. Te 
, We for thecaſe iapaioe -noug | 
: had-prayed. x ayer ie rw 
I her hearty. Chriſt makes-no 
oly ,but-quickly comes, 
1 expect: to find ready 
aroelily invited bur” cont! 

ptQirion, he finds her in bed, the door ſh 
At diſhe-toolazy toarile: to open to him z/ and. 
& he: withdraws in @ diſcontent; 'as 
well he might. , If therefore upon-\our. car= 
peſt-prayer Chrifi come and knock-at the door - 
of our hearts, cither by his Ordinances.'or 
Providences, let us not ſtand debating whes 
ther wedhall let him in ox not, whatever. po= 
ſtage we be in, though naked in ouribed'; for 
this is a ſpecial time of his coming, and; will 
beunkindly taken, if he finde not admiſſion 
qraſliageo his invication.  - © lai 
4 'When Chat his calls ace: accompanied 
—__ deal-of -carnefineſs and. 1mpors | 
When Chrift is in fo very good\ ear= 
tat he-woes and intreats, and- will take 
bo denial 3: this is a loud , becauſe an'earneft 
call, and argues that he is come very nigh, 6: 
'" to the very door. 'Therefore' the Prophet” - 
advitert INE age v0 with ſuch aw- - 
Wy 6 nb. 3. Seek ye the Lord 


in tithe: Tait. © "Chriſt was: come x0: age Ts | | 
and . not oncly. fiood-: there' knocking, /but. by 
all the friendly compellations imaginable, oo 
deavours to perſwade her to let himin; 
to. me, my ſiter,my love, ' my: dove, exyinitaefiied; 
And when this will not:do, he comes near: to 
- the door,:and puts. in; his: finger by, the hole 
of. the door, as. though he would make. a for- 
cible entry 3 intimating his earne&-defire to 
have admiſſion : and. - therefore it ;was' .un- 
kindly done of her' to keep him olit,: and-coſt 
ber d&ar before he did come in. And-- lo it 
_ bewith thee; way 
- When Chriſthis Locks are: weti>nich the 
FRO of the night,then are his calls earneſt-and 
importunaſc,and 1 it wiil be of: dangergus. conſe- 
nce: to keep him.out. This. js theargument 
which Chriſt makes uſe of inthe TextzOpento 
me,my fifter, my love, my dave; 'my undefited : for, 5 
my bead 'is filed with dew,:and my. tagks with * 
the drops of the night. i Many thitigs may.:be; 
included: in this argument, .and-21}-of: force : ol. £ 
perſwade her to. let' him! inz and making, the 
argument more ſtrong and forcible;:make (the Þ ; 
eos fo: mach the toucer, tubaionnt® 2 
p 
{ 
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the more \unreaſonable.-;:The words 
taken-in-a-good-lenle : My, bead is filled : with 
a 6nd my locks: with the- drops of the \pight. 
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7 4 Ie. 6: come full fraught-x ith. all tnaniee-of 
and Benefits; +that' / hy. tend to the 
hearing, refreſhing; and frudifying' of thy + 
ſpiritual-man.' There is'nothing wanting in / 
me'to: make thee perfeRly. and every way hap- 
py 5onely » =_ 20 me; and let:me in: and: then 
thou ſhalt be made partaker of all that is mine, 
and all that is'in me. What is not wanting. 
in me,” ſhall not be+ wanting 'to thee , onely 
open to me by Faith, and let me in. And the 
truth-1s,, all our emptineſs and penury arj- 
ſeth | not from any want or defeQ in Jeſus 
Chriſt, i bim all fulneſs dwels 3 but from oar 
Golves-; becauſe we open not to him. . :And 
cl thus underſtood , they are an anſwer to the 
d Spoule her prayer, Chapter 4- 16. Awake; O 
i aortb wind, and come thou ſomb, and breath ap- 
UE 2 my garden, that the ſpices thereof may fluw' out. 
She prays for | the breathings of the Spirit, 
Y , whecby her Graces might be revived”; 'and 
made: more active, and+ odoriferous. ' Andto 
ki Chriſt anſwers, that the onely way to ob- 
tain, {this in the -exrent- and tulneſs of it, 
45" fo open: to him by Faith}, and let: him 
-into- the Hearts. and if thi will do: ſo, 
al +he-affurcs her that he brings all fulneſs-..of 
c | grace and bl«flings. wth: him , his very head 
bF and locks. are filled-with them 3 z and ſurely 
s this is a moſt. full and convincing argument, 
bs | WS. 


4 —_— But the words- may alſo þe 


pig da error yr yoo 


' aken in @ bad fenſe, importing the: miſery 
' and hardſhip which Chriſt had undergone in 
coming to her inſo dark and wet @ night, and 
that fil] he did cndure by. ſtanding out of doors 
in the wet, anddark, and cold. As if Chiift 
had (aid, O mydearcft Spouſe ! thou, by thy 
prayer , which {o- lately thou didſi fend to 
didft importune my company and help; 

out of that true affection which Thave'for 
thaw, and commilſcration- of 'thy- condition, 
I have undertaken this long: and tedious Four- 
ney, wherein Iam benighted 3 the way bath 
_ been very foul, ( for I have trodden'the Wine- 
preſs of God's wrath alone , have-@dured 
much perſecution in-my own perſon; and the 
perſans of my Miniſters, and much” contra- 
diction of ſinners againſt my ſelf 3' it hath colt 
me my dearci hearts blood to make my way: 
to thee ) and the weatherhath been very wet, 
formy, and- tempeſtuous, ſo that F am wet! 
to the very $skin, not.a dry hair upon my 
head, and the night hath becn- and'/is-very 
= ſo 7s that it made me- cry _— 
| my Go baft thou orſaken me P 5H 
mane: s en rolls door in "this BS! 
| _ miſe- or 
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at calc, yt ,conſfide: Ep a fad Kinney 
am.in, and how .bad. and dangerous it ri. RY 
wy: he 4 00 here ip. this conditions _ 
and do. not fo far forget thy relation to- me, 
thy late requeit, che pains and hardſhip which 
I have endured, and do endure, and the reci- 
procal AﬀeGion which thou; oughteſt co. bear 
unto me, as, toſuffer me .to.ſftand here out * 
doors, but ariſc quickly and open to-INe.. , 
thou hat any pity or commiſeration in thine 
heart, ſhew-it now to me'thy beloved Hus- 
band, And what could be ſaid: more, to make 
the argument prefling avd cogent ? and there 
Jore muſt needs have the torce of a loud, '2 
powerful, and irrelifible call. 

-And thus 1 have done with the Explications 
ar )d now follows the proof.and confirmation 
the Dodtine 3 That to_be lazy and ſecure; 


I when Chriſt calls and knocks, may be of very 1 


" dangerous conſequence 3 eſpecially, when his 
-c | *2ning and calling is in an{wer to our Prayers, 

Das you lee here it was in the Text. -- The truth | 
230 w far will manifcitly wan | from theſe 


bb tar Souls 5 Ute ent wete Wobe kl 
3 dp ayct)'we'thew our ſelves" ro be 'very- cal 
ly defirous'of his company,” and*rliar wif 
find in great necd'of his help, and therefor n 
will take” no denia}, but inrreat” again anWÞ 
a gain. At laſt Chriſt yields, "conſents, an 
(laying alide'all other bufinefs)” comes,' lict| 
queſtioning bit to finde' ns im a Teadinefs” if 
zeceive him 3 'or however, willing to opell 
to him when he knocks and calls, in regars ſe 
we have ſo earneſtly invited 'him- *Therefor® It 
. now at his coming to finde the'doors' thugs - 
- we fo careleſs of his company as' not t6 watdf 
for him one hour; and when heknocks 'an{ 
calls, for us to anſwer, T have put off my coats my 
bow ſhall Tput them on ? 1 hoo wa my feet 
bow ſhall 1 defile them ? To make-rhus light i 
; his pains and coming, what greater unkind 
gov; Hoe” or manifcft token 'of” compleritenting 
| ""Uiffimulation and hypocrifie can” be” thewe F&o1 
Well nay Chrift ſay, 'O Spouſe though th 
agg fcerned'to be real, yet es 
age I ſces and. plainly perceive the*ti 
nd treachery of thy" difſerablin 5/by 
of deali Plainly ang'f atr bY 


you ſhur'the doors againfthittt 3 

you -be' within; yet" you velufe"'to 

) to-himy may he'tiof Well: take = 
atitude and mothcry unkindly' 

ds j_ and look upon-it es an iffron 

carkim z * and" therefore rh th wy. 
age; - and neſolve to''mils your dovr the 'riexe 
n che comes chat way'® But if a Wife ſhbuld. 
þ chus: with her. Husband;* would: tot iis - 


—_ much diffintaciont and: utkitc 
png not he welltake: this as ant high al- 
4obked: apr" 7 tis 
—_ and therefore no! wholidert 6 gugh” Þ 
art in a; diſconrene; - when rhus: | 


ed:among the Sufferings bf C 
& wf-Humntiaiina, Tok s 53+ 23+ 
* Id -be/ lightly! eſtcemed-agd 'acceh 
OY 7 met, ——Tbeve: #*no" be! 
owl; [dere \bpo He" 4s We 

of Rh —= wes our. 


peltion one:thes had givcn;him. ſo'f 
mow. | 4his. Guts 61 


in Nbthe treachery of Jas 11 
$22O%s: T6 ws 0 an efienty cue 
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wk ar ſo hempy he: ncthng ofharihe a4 
5{-thercfore it is of dangerous: 
be Cheiſt;: whetheiknocks aud calle.um 45 
38g. Conſider the benefits andibounties which 
Chra brivgs/with kim'igco the! Sol colhae o 
*'t0g: and ebtertaing: him; Qi 
;* 'Rev.' 3: no. Bibuld, 7 fund 48 'tbe. door 
<=Hrk if any'man open 06 me;'{ wilh come 
o him; an will-lup with-bim;-and; be 
wes If Chile will makes Feafhuntouhs 
Soal that-lets him in, ie mult'inceds'be ith to 
es p-him:out. -\'Fhe Sout /hath-ig» We 
——coarrog within her (elf, av f6 delþC-4tic- 
raſts which: Chrift: will: make{here7 tos: /- ua 
(Fext Chrict  makes-uſe :of 'this!Argumentoto: 
Move her to open: the: door;: Hor ng rbeadh is 


cM» 


2 widh tlawy's and my 


y 
A 
FT. 
\ 
IE” 


4 ng Gags and: Benckits: _ \Chrilt nndde 
Sioaden' with,” when he !defives-eritrance:cinto 

| Ybe Soul. - Sane: \Lam, thar-he that commands 

©:Itowe Ea befare' the: Lapd enipry, 


of 4+ 3 2 


je. are- for- oy Abirtaiage ud pr. 
, fee what the: Holy. ; Gaith; 
pech. 36+ there he lis that thy. wel 
ol 3 Thy. father mas. 4morite; ng: 
89 Hatize, a cuxfed brood, of a:airkd:. 
: He cells thee alſo che: manner. of <y%.. 
ativity, andin what polture:God found chieys 
$ a:noked Wy wpet as a4 


gordon necef]; iy: officcofs nh dath tend 

+ em poten CoH 

$'thee,- {ct bis/loge upon theo; 'w 7 
«was nothing to: befcer that: was'lot 

© thou: waſh apoor beggar; charchach> 

ether meat for thy belly, nardlothcs 46 cover 

y:nakednels, nor a pennyLofiimpney in: thy! 

we; in this condition hefdund thee, ſer/his: F 

t upon thee; emtered' ints raperranti of mars; 

i© with thee; eſpouſed thee: tb be bis Wiles. 

id and adorned thee with tlie Jewels of his: 

on thee, ſer thee piotng noo honoute» 

: 28 a p-fands?-. 

+ - The Kg os is «ll gloriow with 2X 

we Paiment is of needle-work,, &c. The Virgl Ins. 
F. 4 | 


= $15 woke fuch'a ſaucy 
wer,  Thove off- coats, bow 
el 1put chem on # Th DET s 


all. I | defile them ? ':this- may juſtly make] 
ho Oe of his match, and-chereforc/ 
| | £qu ,- We read, Lnke 

6. the Centurion, whed-Chrift was in-the' 

of a Servant, in his eflate: of Humilia- 

"tap tion, ſaid , Lord 1 ans -rio8 - that thou 
| hanldeſt come wader my roof How muck _—_— 


gnworthy are we of the ſpiritual: 

-company of Chrift, now he is in his care of 
"Exaltation ? ' And therefore the moſt unwor» 
thy and difingenious a&: that can be, isnou 
to ſhut him gat when he knocks and. calls aj 
the.doors of our Hearts, defiting coy 
ment. Well then may Chriſt take this. as) 
moſi horrible affront, from ſuch haſe 'and* 1 on 
worthy upftarts as we are, chav wnog ao 
day were naked and ly bat ogg. 


£9 will yer appear to # greater” af 
C We conſider the © great cond [7 


» . ft 


le any thing to his: happineſs. It is a col? ©; 

benkon in him to behold: che chin pie! 4: 
* done in, Heaven, much more: tv*! be-* 
; / avy' earthly creature, And: yer” ehis- 
> of Kings, and Lord of Lords 'comes'to/- 

- poor, ſootty, beggarly Cottage.z: knocks> 

ar the door of thy Heart , defires admiffion” 
and <nfertainmenc there, and will be content” 
.eicher- with ſach as. he findes', or ſuch: as he" 
-brivgs. For thee therefore to ſhut: our! this: 
_g of Glory, is a moſt inexcuſable affront. 
et mg illuſtrate theſe 'two Arguments, 5"'of- 
: pariunworthyneſs, and Chriſt. his condeſcens 
; flo d, by this fiititude. "I of apt; 
T- the greateſt Kivg or Eangjere' in the) 
- ſhould meet a poor, .naked, nafty; de-' 
d Beggar, nothing :but Dirt, and Lices 
tn avag to cover her nakednels,. not a mor-/ 
f. bread: fo put- io her; mouth, not'a Cot- 
| to: put her head: in, ;not a penny in her- 

;; but more in. debt than ſhe-and all her _ ? 

47 | en = xiv che ming are able | to Pays. and theres Bu: W 


hat e -owns 27h his: 
| dicks and adorps her -according to 
- protuiſe; puts clothes upon her back. rich and 


— coſtly, and'money'in her parſe 3 yet takes her 


* 


nottor the preſent: home to his Court and Pa- 
lace, but leaves her 'a while in her ſn 

©: ſhe pretending love to him, thinks | 
his «bfence long, and therefore ſends to him $« 
Intreat his company : | fuch is the''a:dous:g 
his afteQion , that he comes without del; 
though the weather be wet and{ſigr I, 
way fouland deep, the night dark, and. 
- - Joamney tedious; findes her in bed, the 
:- Hur, 'and therefore knocks and 


ro-mie, my deareſt Spoule, for Fam Cox 
}, 1 \Thave not a 7 


b 
*Y 


a* I [1 rn ;my ſolf-x 


King ' fay) to. advance # proud by 
, and date: ferve me thus? *-Bug' T1 


” 4 pet Chaifh 'and his Spouſe nay, 
lity bet weew: the: 


| her S 8 RN Jelus Chriſt and-+ 

& - And-thercfore we may eaſily Kmg- . 
, of how dangerous conſequence it" may 
hom out Jetus Chrift when he knocks | 


ering the ilery furingry ao $ 

(that Jcſus Chriſt cndures, io king' way, mo 

, g unto his people: in which hb 

.would-obſcrye- 1 1.) the great pains which 

Lis Cheig bad taken to comes: ſuch: was. 

2th and tediouſncis of the £n On 

| bftruQions and lets, fo man 

hardſhips, (that he was ers Arya gu = 

+got! very late .when he came 3 and-therefo 

" Pity | to. letthim ſiand any. Jonges wet au 

"wycary».: Oh, what haſte would: a loving W 

maketo ariſe and open.to her Husband, in fu 

a calc: as this is ! And if he did. not, -t 

Husband im os well take.it: unkindly at: 

hands's And yet- the: Spouſe here: makes: /; 

Apology, I bave | put off my coat, Kc. Sue c 

& = a2 this may well cauſe =. to with 
[2+ Here is. mention made ; Do 

Towns of - the night 3 which: ſeem $0/:d 

Atiictions, and Sufferings, and Hardfh 

& we finde them made uſe. of i in: 


endured with his Father-in-law: Lobun, in & \ | 


Y 


% 
: 
91, 


\ 


efpceially- 
night it was. - And) raclyJefas 
at $4 very flormy weather” to cothe&40/ 
aſe: we read- in Scripture whathards 
kate vn: in the way. © See” 
friſt hiwa(tlf complains, Pſal.' 103: 23% +BY 
"my way, be bath 
43ysi He mer with the-fiorms of Ub 
EEE = 
di 7 
_ Notm wa bitter, ' chat he pr 
be poſſible, lotubitbup þ 7 
alin] leaſed the Farbibho þ fe ain Id 
ifs;'a leaped one ſorfoios % wa) t 
for Place? iibas Lid upon: bil fo 
job blaftriper we were healed: yer 


Xx thin of Gd} ani ofited: Hes. 


'not' only fom/tnemiee, hue 
m friends, and therefore ſkith, "Teſs ni 
nd) which: I Met Re 7: 17 
dry:ilech. 13. 6. And: farely* $314] 
Spouſe elcreiobe thaukd |; 
entrance ſuch) night as this WaSy) 
liyi.henhe: had endured all ante = 


ſeemshere to be Pak ads 
tap watched till -he bad felt a drb 
| "with 
"was wet to the very 


» 
+ 


oy 


(free place about himy: and theref 


F xoln thence: t0:81 
;  guragnis that»: 
wt "Row. Oni 
is; One) 
het is. the: arabjc zofi the gre 
_ of the King om Locke: 
289 the. chird is[Rev-i3. 2045 And: 
Fama wolld:gather theſe: three 
_ Shift a oſs ATM 5 


racing ſpirit in chee: P- Will the m 
eclarion work no mote Upon thee 


bat being fo ficarl, "el 
ks't- I-not'hoed | t0 


5 


F 4, 
, *- $95 ts 5 
* © - 


©, 2a”: 


op” 


nk een are- expre 
| oe very hearts. 
.:Asit Chriſt : 
| þ , whoſe heart itj £ 
Gincere and cordial AG; 
love onely;; -upon - thee 
out. of- che world-to b 


"*. a 


ELLE 
WW + 3, 


"Ob Hg Te at's he wer 2 (1h; 


i 
+ 


\ 
h 
by 
hb 
, 
| 
fu 
" 
2 
4 
al 


"taken id] ſome 
this Aahent wei at 
þ ink Would it". 
ſr (equepte todo OM 


DECAY pf” jealopſic to © | 
1d 27 ap 0 therefote the” LOG 


q 
"3 
Ta 
% WA L es £4. 


b 
bEE * 
Wo 
T>- 
*u Add E 
CELttT 2 


» 


xcin na:variety i is wantmgy Ed 
iy nant or ttucly. ſatisfre us, 4 


2-40 thing, fox C 
-pains: or«trouble, the: 
vt--ip produc 


I þ 2>bþ3 bY 
FA 14. 


bath excoule her preſent. 


eihen 


f y by-celling him. thag; 
fe: fo-puc- on. tby: coats, 


"+ 


| - f « j $) NOI; when. he: 1s; come 1 
Sleyarguing |... Oh 
that thou 


oo any 


*. h : NW 4.2 
int Bibi des 


tobltns Pha put off by teat, 
'Þ pub in A Thave waſhe#m "feet; -bi 


aeww-?: 1am well” enoh$h//i0c 


i" che wakkene of Hoy hints | acing 


EE 4 - , Fs; Sn 


norp Y deny kf with 
nature; © arid load why * -backe* 
1 of hiumane-fins :; and'thouphy 
-6f 'Glory, 'yet'endure 
| ners againift*my (clf, and 
the: form of-a ſervant,” abd7 EC 
Unto-the Law z:and all ro d6/fmfal rebellic 
- courtefie' and kind 
out of that*miſcry} which'he 
bu thuft have fanſe"! 


tc} -may» highly - 
py tr hin, 'and =_ of! 
ence: 10057! 


«that the Leſs! com make agai 
og: to .Chrift ac his: call;3' beeaulTl 
no'veaſon given why: \we-(oUkp | 
it out: of his own: houſe: fonrheart9)il 
I; Catledirdourly bought: andipaid_fos 
ſir, by what: hath: Ws faich alrcady;in 
may. {ce the)! unvxcaſonab 
—_ of our hearts, whit 
miſſion:;:; which -may be ſathcieat"1 
ve thatic may be of diangerguscon 
| (hall; no- fusther enlar 


a 


; , F. > ' Ys , £ I 
gh? F©. % + F , Fs. Tr + 47 ue 4 - T'S 


'9: I might draw an ar | 
«Ak 


of 
} . d 

- # 7 oo 
» = 


; 
: IF 4 
pF $ [oe > 
4 # % % 4 
Bos | » if » _ RY F 
< 5 a4 * . ON 
£Y < i 

hw i. S I 


LEAR; 
'P 


0... 4... 


oy : Fee: will retarn yh wu 
7 de rometh and" knocketh,” 2bey- 1 


zagnedoately. Bleſſed" dre Fo 
ent when the Lord tometb. ſhall finds 
ag £- reily ſay unto you, that he 
= \ and'make them toifit yang 
ed will \ome forth and ſerve 1hem. 
come" in-the ſecond watch, or 5n: 
|  finde them fo,” bleſſed are thoſe ſer 
5 > Mark;;>: that at whatſoever time h 
ome e., if he. finde them about cheir watch, ard 
he it work, they ſhall be bleſſed. But: tha 
El this a lictle further; that they are tl 
» confider with me theſe few gr” 


uf , 


3s Conſider the ſatisfaQion that it'1 


Le pan the ops 
ll and. command, of Chiitt, char, w 
Rape waich. till; Ghaiſt, 


"ng ;Soyl, this 35 my. "duty: t 
be ſecures, bur alwzys tobe waſehing 
ab happy chapce was.it, that, I, was.upos 
Is WAEN, my.Lard. and. Maſtes came! | 
at he tound me ſo doing, taupdme :in 
my.ducy., Surely .he.will take. chis.3#6ll at \ 
KD 44 Roi. bleſſed. ; & rt of 
"2 Conlidering our prepare | 
MM. If: that. looks A arp 'S 
E ery.t ing in. readynels againfi LOIRes. tg 
2 | RN welcome. wot 11 a gfagou 
l | Chyft, his coming » .will 
y thing, in-'a readineG: foti his) wels 


ame: 


"When we expect ain 
og, yr have taken a ears leal lol k ; fot 
repare, and make ready, for his cnrext; 

nr, and, have” all things in rcadin 
wear at the, door and watch, and begin 
think hitn long, and ready to chink every ou 
thac comes'to the door to be our friend;z whe: - 
un [fri riend doth come, we are very gladg an 


| him heartily. welcome, . and te}. ſry ns 


X pan to think him lobg, and were afraide(t, 
y. bufinc(s ſhould have prevented his" com-. 
| .and therefore: are very glad to fee.;him: 
come, and account . our (clycs happy. that. our. 
ex < pecbaijon- is fulfilled... Sois it with. the Soul. 
tha it is 10 this waiting poſture, for Chrilk.; .; 
m ! Tons Saviour ! ſaith: (he, Tcchou ghtic long» 
that thou hadfi been abſent from js 5.1, , B70. 


$44 


ice an garngt i invitation, being: practi bas 
prove of: thy- company ,,\ and ſenftible.. haws 
E. 7 7 ig need or ie: 1 endeavoured: arsd-* 
D prepare and make : ready. for thy-cntertain=# 
| ar, and haviog « TONE thax,'t) 1; began! to:chink'”; 
lang, cvery h > hath fcemed ten tp _ | 


a LY: 


thas 


% 


bs, Oy coming 1 

p waiting ; now T'think 

IT feds well beſtowed; come 
Feat "Are in 

” and prepated for thy entertainment. 

p he 'Soul ”accounts” her ſelf happy: that 
zame thus ſcaſonably, and that The was 
fitted and im'a'Teady poſture: yor ! his re« 


Fat _u 


v 


8 and entertdinment. : 

22,” That they'ate bleſſed whom Chrift findes 
th poſture will appeat; it 'we confider the 
reat Fatisfaction that Chriſt will take" at his 
ming; 'ro __ us in” 'a & warchfut, « Qing; 


erfully pleake Jet 
tibg down, veg arte<H88 A 
S, He will make us to fit 
+ 3ohhe and gird bimſelf ata 
." We thi be the hc 


fag ſor. us, or 
1 IN we way reaſonably ey 
he ſurcly. welcome, now we are com 
when, Chrift findes the Heart prepage! 
"the Spoult in the door watchiz % 
in; the way., wherein ſhe expetts. 
-coming 3. be may thence Bis te 
a, welcome gu veſt to that ſoul.” Siizely, "Wil 
'Chrict,. T ſhall now be x welcome gorlT 
| looking for me. And thispleaſcrh” Chri IF 
"more than all the varieties that ſhe can'pol 
bly prepare for him. | For alas ! the br 
->poor , hath no rich entertainment, for t mi. 
but onely ſuch as is of his own ſending. ut 7 Ge 
- paring and therefore welcome is ls tely, to. 7 
his bett fare, and. all that ' 
from ws ler but to have thie'd zen; and 1 
ielf made welcome when NY mes. At 
- where he findes this, he is ſo well peat chat 
| "will ſaffer no. want of any thing nzedfut- 
| ke white he ſtays. "He will be at the's Jar: 
of the Feaſt, and of the dreſſing of it foo 
G 3 


/my Spoule, now ſhe is {9 earneſtly wi - bs 


els to "entertain FA ; 
| | Ioves.j not to. conic 


ti Sk, rlvate conference, an 
þ er, Pugs the main | of his Folios, 
herefoxe i in this calc bothhe and the ad | 
ne benefit 81 [weetnels of the oppor- 


2B 


<& 
© IF 
WW 


E Ph "os ity: he ne account that time lofi that they 
57% by &&eojoy one other,though they be «ax | 


he 2 ] the while.lfby throvg ol compa 
- cannot have their diſcourle and: conſe | Gon ; 
HB. they deſigned. in their meeting; "they. 

count their time loſt : and are ready to fay,. 

hat an ynbappy thing was it «that we met at. 
ſuch a ſeaſon as this, and that thus. we were | 
interrupted i in oor diſcourſe ? ? The more 1n- 
tigpate that friends gre, the 1 more private. | 
tex ff "he ner an, As and {| 


y 
#2 


ther 'apa art by ther Jef 
| yarn 'be m0ft heed: 
/effeftanl infllience' upon Th 
we read Hoſe 2.7.4: Till ita 
 )-#nd bring pint th the Dif 
#1 [Peak com (3 
LEARN wor@flg; 


him," all one, cithes en Few 
way, hemay well coiiclude;” I* co ct 
Ghably,' for yondet is; 
ke from —_— othicr BOEN'D W 
| ay - coming, © Fe 
X eolnpany. And this aboi/dunil 
hh ſbi it 5 4s her company” he chiefly'e 
Chriſt wares not to eome When the” 
tiowded With the FI and the wits 
xrdir-honee4 aloe, 4nd js beft 
be findes it {o, 00 2 
7 Findidg us in + poſture, of Watchfulnef 
' clothes on, and bur Toins girt, he ma! 
__— ſupple us" 'to' be itt i drow; 
__ condition 3' ad that therdfore hls -+- 
| will be plealifir, ng Po bidet 


To1 jpany, 't their | ſilence zan 432eit 

ecabſe we -are; delirous to-compok 

on xe] FoR = þ or reſt and. fleep-- :S01 15 it. with. the 
Spouſe. of Giniſ when, the 3s iv a Heepy and 
OBE ouadin Br dy A er Wk 


riſt loves, at: .to: come: wv e- 
a ſuch apoſture;as' this 3 bac when ke 
es he: ; watching: or-buſie at-her ſpiritual 
in lively condition, Now(faith he) 

- pgs Rooemoy will be gcceptable , you. in 4 
by put manger will ſhe ynbol, 

me het whole Bate and *qndiidas. and[ 

| a Freely impart my: counſels and comfort 
r... This therefare is the - < mai 
| 6 defixe to. finde her! inz and findiog 
-3n this conditian, it yields abupdant ys 
' faction to Chrift. This therefore is a bleſſed 
poſture, wherein. the: Soul is ina" ;poſture 0 
LE Chriſt ſuch abundant fatisfaQtioo.... : 

2" 4. That they / are _ thus bleſſed, 

Chr at his coming, tindes. upon their; watd 
will appear if we conlider the: honours, an 
benefits which he will confer upon: them. . | 
will commend and praife them, be will gif 
Che 


F 


k hs jch cds ty. ug evidews. Eee? 
| hath beta: ſaid before, and therefore Be 
1d Bi 'no-further enlargement. WR... 
hs Hence: 'we-may learn the: eafiuif is -f I. 
Jdamnable and deſperate condition of matiy: 7 
"rn and the mournful, drooping, and ©  : 
;ſceking condition . of mauy Saints. Ic is note | 
ja ule Chriſt! feldome comes abroad and .. 


miſſion and entertainmet.. If he wo Fe 
+bcasked, whence it is that lo many lane 


*perith exerleihagty, and chdt' rider Oar 


fight? The an(wer muſt be,” not becay che. 
-never calls or knocks at their doors, but” be-- ui! 
| EE they. will not open andilet him in. Ou by 0 
. Saviour tells us the reaſon, John 3-19 T o 'S” — 
| :4he condemnation, that light is come aro” 
|-aworld, and men love darkneſs rather tban 
{So Mat. 23. 37. O Jeruſalem, — bow 
* would I bave gathered tbee,"as an bengathereth 
: ber chickens under ber wings ? but ye wanld 
-20f;..- So alſo, Prov. 1-24; ce. Becauſe I called, / 
| de - gy But ye fes as ner? all my BE 
\ —romnſels, © 


"If be awked why vedecls' math 

taftian: walking in darkneſs, and dogs 

7. ght, cuquiring (as here the Spouſe did) So) 

ye bim whons my. ſoul lovetb'? If ye- foe-hin, 
+ © tell bime that 1 con frck of love. T have:ſougght him, 
wer But bim; 1 bave called bam, bus bt 
_ gives me'no anſwer. If it be asked, whit 1 
the xealon why'it is thus with may Believers! 
Ie may be anfyered, there is cauſe for it, they 
.have given Chriſt ſome nnkinde: anlwer 3 he! 
hath called, bat they bave uot beard, or heeded: 
He: hath knocked, and they have not opened. 
"And therefore; he will make them (enable. of 
their affrontand unhandſome carriage, before 
they ſhall finde him again. 2 
nee Hence alſo we. may learn what 
\@hcat the Devil and. our. .own-Hearts have! 
Put upon us, 'and; the great. danger we Have; 
many of us been in, by our refaking ro opew-to 
Chriſt .at his knocks and calls.” A'greater 
cheat: 


np 


| his Word, an den [;hig 
;, and. Tadgetiens: ) fa his Spirits and. ©, * 
u 0p Conſciences : and; x Non 5 am 2" 
ime; to this day, we haye pus. him...» 
with friv olous *; vain excaſcs, and have 
ls &d the door of aur Heazys to: him. 
Afr preſſed us ſo. far with axguments, . 
and choſe convincing and ſtarjling ones, and? 
l all ſorts ) ſo. thag we copld not deny bur, 
his -hath bcen the voice of. Chill, inſoamaen..... - 
Nh: mt he may fay, What could | 1 have dong 01 & = Þ. 
W | Mons than I have done ? And. yet. what, NY 
Xn a LI hath . he! found: -at -Ouſ; "1 
loors ? May be not juſtly complain of -ySz a8" 
Tz of gld, 1/ai. 53: 1+ bo bath believed - 
port 2. qnd to whom. js the arm of the Lard: \ 
e bare ? It would make a map to tremble, - 
k at the loud knocks and calls that... 
| hot given-tq fingers. jg theſe. Nacignss... 
t ig this day hath been. ſhy. gus;! : few. 


. 
T3" 
- s 

s- D 44 
; bg 
%. zi 

" 

" 


Wks 
WF 
w 


-V. - 


v 
= ” a 
R BY F 
RN OS: oi FOBOWE INOS B45... ONES. 


\ 
—— 


Fe WOE ED . 5 þ 
a 4 F< 7 ; 
Gs wa TSS Hg SD " PP” oo. . ©. oe ot Hilo. 07 ; 
I 4 £4 $ SY % p S be p *- Hf + a fk 2 , & s . $1 v4 , 5 
þ, L + w 4 "L 1 Y 2 ” Wet?” 
- - : , ' © 3 [2.58 
? 4 x « * SS WEE 5 + $ P; * bis x* ' : FS ”" 3 x 
OY We *s. 3 +" vil bao Ht. ag es. oy IR 4 
y ; I wr Of 3% att <* on: Lk” PIs. © 7, a II 
an , R - 3 " - 
IOT-L FL el 's COT. wy 
' & $ y > 9/1 
” D - * 4 L, 
. > FR: - b 5. Ks 
; F 4 \/ In 3: 4 {. 
ph, a =» AK + 2 S - A 
T $4 dy by SOS ' A * [ 
, WIR + | p P% 
le ay G- . | o [ 
bs” Pr” * $ 
x * b % 7 
> F 
ny | el 
6.3. % 
"TY ee # - . s _ 
[7 Þ IF : Fey "*". = [7 
% p ” + 0s 


Jarg peke telftor of the Nicks bf © | "thi 
ye have ns hb received oo into the 
Heart ef , may not Chriſt (ay, IT am nuly% 
3 eir Mont but far from their Reine e Nj 1 
oy here not many, that ( we hope Y are eruofls;: 
ly "the. Spouſe of -Chrift , and; heeany ba 
o_—_—c for the breathiogs' of 'his Spirit 
| comfortable preſence, and yer. <1 ule. 
? ng: have ſhut. him out ? and' yet, -whert [ 
” aeet _ any but they have their plauſible ex} 4 
$2 though if chey were allexarnined, thy 
world prove as upreaſonable as this in thi 
Text, But theſe we ſhall make; farther in? 
quiry.into under another Uſe : '6nely:here le 4; 
nstake notice what an horrible cheat the DeWſ;z, 
+ viland'carnal- Reaſon have hereby pat upaiffy, 
tO ETUS "and [what a ſad and dreadful condition | fo 
- wehave hereby brought our ſelves into. Whidiih 
will undeniably appear, if we conſider, v2 | 
\2.” What, and who thoſe pretended. Friend 
_ Lovers are that: we have entertained it 
our hearts, while we have ſhuc out Chriſt,andſ 
xfuſcd to open at his' call. Shall'L tell you 
x, what; and 2, who they are? **. 


1; What they are. | The Lovers a which » 


es ip T . wal roots wl ) "Ss: [I6\” | 
hot Jove. us.rcally and cordially, though. 

Þ bnke great ſhew. and pretence of Tove. © Fhes 
"TS nonc that/loves. ſo really as Jeſus Chriſt 208, 
go His ove was towards us-while we were'Ete- 
n. {mic to him, and did him much difſervices: _ 
wW . theſe onely love- us while 'we pleaſe ard | 

p ' h nrifie them-:;-.Do but! croſs the 'Devil;:«lic 
orld; or Fleſh, and you ſhall finde they will 

te you, and manifeſt themſclves' your: Ene- 


£44 


ki | l Chnſt's love is purelove, without''an 


y-ends ; but the love of theſe- is. onely a pie - 


"2 i oo love foritheir own-ends,: and* theicar- 
| \ bl ng on of their: own-defignes.. His love is 
Wore indecd3 and he hath by what: he hath 
done and ſuffered for us , in- real and great” 


eds, manifeſted the reality of his love's" * _ 4 


w | { ir love is. meerly verbal: and .complemt 


0 promiſing much, but performing lictle ores J 


A thing of what - they promiſe. *' His love's - 
fly maviſeſted in adverſity, in RapHOl 
* refſes, when all others frown-uport”us; and” 
We have nowhither to betake 'our ſelves but - 
'$tc to him : but their love is onely. in proſperity 
"anc "when, we. have: the leaf need: of thei: 
1 For if ever. we really ſtand \in«need of ther 
7 þ L2en A death. and at Judgement): then” rhe 
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| epherrag to” birrnited:, { Teepe in 
' 'Heabrsii when! Jeſus Chriſt oy Fo rg ul 
How do. we-{vffer our ſelves to be miſe Wl 7 
delude@dby 'thefe crrandhebnes? 7h w 
+= W-Thele Lovers ang” pretended] Friend, 
-theyſarcurprotitable Lovers and Friends: Lf 
'thern+afford' the beſt help:they cn;.they cj 
. fd nor ſect benefit and-advantige: as Jl 
. Glriftcan and doth? The Wiſe-m =ſpeakig 
of worldiyhingeſaith, Prov. 2 37 53. Wile 2b: 
ſet>thineteyes upon that whieb' 3s not ? Rich, 
certainly Finke themſelves wings,” and flie,. as ll 
eagle thwavds Hiaven © Thereis tio] ring 
holding: faft thefe things When the- De 
- arwdadeek * tempted our Saviour'to' wor 


glory; of them 1 BY 
urging cheſs will 1 ave theef thox will 
fall-d n' and worſhip me: Abd yetthis' wa 
Bot 1 Ms power to gives Bar (up: 
were is-his power togive, atd thatth 
be as his word, and really gi 


te SPhet' woutH: 5 profte- 4 mail to. : ba 
whote mornld;:and lnfe iba iow The _ 
Bll amir gies obbog for bl" font 2 © 


"gry recog b-of 
Ee not; in! wth: cinaoriibess Gur 
F the /Apolile: faith, If any man love wot 1h" 

Fefws, Chrifh, les-bjm be accorſed; Gal.1.34* 
n | ITfavelove not bim that is bogopten, "we 'oan=" 

ve bim that: begertenh for the Pathepand 
the Sort ar 65 INE: ;\* and therefore there Is no-Te 
p or to be got by them buvare aol. s/ 
Wthercfore: in hearkening; unto them - "we. 
emnmſcrablycheated.: + .* 

« Theftareivery. uncomfortable Fvieady: PY E 
bpared 3vithy Chrifi,: | They-precend Mirth; ; 
[ot ind: Plcaurey and Delight) but:even in” the'® 
hid of: tint chetbeart: i54ad-; 'no reabrhirth 
pbichearfulneGs: cawithey; gite.; *Butthe that” , 
hat gd onge! calle hategpod and: pleaſane” ©. 

scompany: is, he' may-truely-(ay, - hav'® we 
ver mer with-ſuch.a;good, and chearfill, aw#'' 
: table Friend in.all his-life 3; be mayifay*: 
th pup T-ſate down'munder bis} zo" 
eat delight, and bis fruitwas pleafdin ty 
;\ There: is-inone* of theſe{ pretended®? 
, but there- is much/ſoweencl?,  hiphe-* 
= taelsto befoundin thans's | 
ob Jeſs Qhtiſy ut maybe: faids: _—_— 

RY 6 gelver 
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Paul aig of ſi in-1o-ccfpet of protic, -Rons. i ; 
C78 What profit bad ye-in thoſe things, whereof | 
F #r6-new <hamed ? + So may: I ay, What: 
ealare-:can-you' take in thoſe; pretended: 
ends, whoſe company -will- ; centinly eng 


oth jo'fhame-and-pain? 
a; Their deſigne - is deftruRive.” Whats 
1 boy may pretend, and-however they may! 
&'thce, and promiſe rſt, and icep, and 
-it is: but: that they y may deſtroy thee;; 
YN that to. all eternity. They ate:bue- ſuchs: 
like friends toithee as Dalilab was'to Sampſon; 
of ſhe cauſe him to fleepupon herlp; iris but 
. that:ſhe-may cut his Locks, and:deliver bim! 
"2 weak into. the hand of his cnemy to! torment! 
"hom. 'Uf they cry Peace, peace unto thee, and 
lull:thee aſleep in ſecurity, it is but-that chey 
may binde: thee (with the Devils): in-chains o 
darkaeſs, co be.xeſcrved. to the'ſudgment of 
, the great Day. Are theſe cherefoe. lends 1 eg 
paly defgoe hp detoa Sona 
47) &..t ry aim/at-no- 4 
ing Gore than theruine-both ofcby To 
Je 
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e: "R bat pro aan, ,and-in the 
«(8 wear in while keep out Jeſus: Chriſto at; of their =: 
ſh - \s " -who: would be a friend: indeed: - [Thus / 
iÞ y what thoſe-are that [are emterrained; in. 

e- heart, "ile Jeſus Chiriſt is ſhut. gate 


| | |x20 Let: us fee who theſe are; ; that > thas 
44 «beat us-. Ewill-ioſhort tell} thee who.they: 
+{ we ( though by- the ' marks which. Lhave!als © 
4 rv given of them, thou mayeſt cafily-guels 
they ares); They are the three-:grand 
Enemies of . thy Sot1. The Devil, the Warldy; 

| ogy Fleſh ;- Theſe are th; y;that thou-{ ta-" 

|| king them for thy friends, and welcome: gueſts 
Fw o thy heare'); art cheated by.) Enernies they: 
| negand the greateſt, and moſ invererate, ime: 
þ placable, malicious, and -unmercyful :Enemics; 
k at thou haſt. Yea, befides them thou haſt | 

Ef ſuch" Enemics in all the world 3 and yet. © 

| Fr doſi-thou-receive for thy boſome-ſticnds 4 

= | Qithat while: thou ſhutteft out | him that 3s: 
(he beſt and fureſt friend that thou halt in; the: 
» 1d; that hath done more: for thee rains. 

-y beſides. What 08b aid to: 

n he mourned fo cxe:llively for preom= "i 

t may. I exuely ſay to'thee-;: By. +561 pars: 
ons abow. loves hi, Jnwiee, ; ond ban, 


|; Chritbe ved to qrvage = at the: Ke 
heabt. - -Oh wretched ctuelty f and miſt} 
; blindfolded »ffeQion-!/ that: will-th 


of them that ſeck- thy. life? and theſe mult} 
needs be they that keep poſſcſowin. thy heart;}' 
. for woge but the(e- { who-have ever been "mov 
- EibEnemicsto.Jeſus Chriſt.) would give thee 
counſel to keepChrit out of thy heave.” -To be 
_ ixe, God/ would not give” thee this --advicez 


_ for be loves and: is. ever well pleaſed-with hi 


Son, and- would have him ſeated: in-the- Roy+ 
. 4-PThroue of thy Heart. | Yes; he's reconciline 


_ the: d'un Chriſt.” Be hath 
4 one yard an 8 ee enertainment 


fs Chul-s the onely- __ to happi« 


Surety it-is.- rior Chriſt that counſels theo 
ys -for xt is he- that ſtands kuooking at th 
drorief: thy Heart for entrance and admiſſions 


_ Info wor the Spiric-of God, for he -is:alfo ct f 
ric of - Chriſt; and is fene upon hiv) errand 
dpertwade thee to-open to Chrilh z''y ped 

y- grieve; whary thou ve 1 
oas of his. | And*:if Chritt” may -n6t- 6c me 
k; he. ll ood: ug fy thode! kimfelf” fir 


vingh# 
| hd 
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echeated from time 20 Gme: by the etl ; 


L counfe? 56 ny ac 


of vill of God ; whole: viewgerent Þ f fg 7 
of > whoſe avthotity. 56 'heatd in the” Sb iy 
: «therefore i ext? be'#0/othet chat Piet 
/ his counſel; uit thele* Enctiics + 
ond; Sarur; che wh or bd the Fe 
the eoan(etis Hike then; rightly fates 
0 -fot 1 and what folly'is' 5 wen be"chett 
o - by ſuch Efiemies to thy: Sod as theft Frey'? 
+thae from time to time? I 
2/ The 'grearne(s 'of this*the#t-1- Hh the 
vong which we ſuftein by-ir-wilt/ ap if 
© we 'confider the alvaritige' _— Mc 
+Encmics have got"; by: ottr -hearkinhg' mito. 
them, 2hd- (oferity/ tit our felyes t6 Bi 6 
*.by cher thus long-*-T (hwll = me 
$thels three- advantages they have 
iding thee "to a chy hear. thife 
[Crit ' Advaritage by ce to'th Fa 
aid -deſighers bar. "Reap wang. 30 
D Ne afid to thy Soof, te > 
"4 «Thy, have occifioned tf mit 
"afig, which might hve beet prevented 
dft long fince*opend +0 Cf [ 


ole p- 7" 
ual theſe be; neither few. nar little, 
&, of thaz. fink] frame of heart and 
EI $hat,,thou leadeft and UveR in 

roy 5 Keph: out. o thy Soul-:. Re- 
| po the. ul all, (#57 vel | 


| DANY. ;wilful.and. known fins: thou haſt 
Namit bod, one. upon. the back-of- another, 
Came. fins many a: time oves-and -over 
£5 figs,.all of them,might have been 
Srhied, and wany.of chem (doubtleſs) had 
prey pared if thou hadſt opened to'Chiit 
ais-fur | If thou hadfi. ſuffered him to 
: CO in, ' he; would have changed the 
it; frame, bent, and inclination: of thy 
t, and courſe of hy life and ganyerfation ; {# 
mg have... ſer. thee about his. work, and 
loycd in his buſineſs, that thou 

eh My englore had time or leafure to:have 
earkned to. Satans tewptations. . It is voter 
- finding. us idle, that. moſily gives ad! 4 
. to. -his, temptations... C Chiifi would 
, his Spirix within thee, that 
chee agan temptations, aud 8 
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5 tbh thy foot ery not es, A den; s 8 
Heporsf Iſrael, that neither pr are; wy ; 
: # Ie would have armed ' thee with the whv'ec: 
| © Arindurof God, whereby thou mighteſb have; 
* reſifted and repelled, 'or 'quenched7 Ithe-flery i 
* darts of the wicked-:\-He ; would have; renewed: 
| ©. thee with daily renewed | frexgth 159: irby:Soul ./ 
$Yca, : He'maxld bave:kept:abee by bis. almighty 
2. power, through faith," wito: ſalvation. . | Thou! 
* hadfirnot: therefore: had ſo-many ghiſtly: fins; : 
*tochaye:refleted and: looked back upon: with ! 
L 
” a:trembling. heart, and-: gripiog; ;confcietice, | 
1 $. with horrour and conſternation, ias;now.thou' 
© | baft.! 'If there were no: more-but; this conſi- +. ? 
| deration, ( methioks)- it might be-fſufficiett-co; - 
” fence all excuſes, and'cavils of cara; xeafan,\. 
* and make the foul affraid' of ever, rchdHogt0-1 
# Fl open when Chriſt calls:3 and. might Fri ; 
308 vince us: of the grand -cheat- and! irreparable z » 
| wrong : which 'our enemies bave + pur/lupon')} 
| us; } by perſwading 'us' nat! to. opt $0 Fells! 
on | 
;:2« [Conſider the: high -affront. ng E 
cation which we have given to Jeſus Chriſig by: 7 
pe - <a Tae aut: {0 long: ;,- : He bo alle} a= &? ; 
66 , Is and ?gUn,' and Wa$x | ; 


Will the: 7 uf | Gre ne neyer 


« 


; weary, and tedious. ſe 


And hes the 
eat-which the Devi, the*Warld | 
"have pat upon thee, Is an: ue. 

'$yrong, which they cannever 3 
nds for 4: let-chem' yherelpre; © 


p 
” 


| rhe faith the p61 Apr 3-19 Kxbay 
of 19979 while it is called ta-dey, left. 8nJ 4 
out! be  bartined throngh the deceirfucſs 548 
vin- deceitfally.:and -inſenfibly: .hardens. the 
heart, and by degrees cauterjreth. or { "hee 
he heart and conſcience, that, it grows braw- LS 


- 19 and. piſt feeling: [and then Chrift, may - 
ﬆ Il and call again, and to litcle purpoſe 3 and 
' Fhercfore it is unſpeakable wrong which: thine 
| i; mics have.alrcady done thee 3 and ic,would -. 
p-wrong paſt zecovery, if. they. ſhauld- go 0. 
I@ cheat thee Kill, -- 24 
$7 2. Isit of ſuch dangerous conſ quence 
q- be fluggith, ſecure, and floathfal, . when ©... 
Chrift knocks and calls, eſpecially when, his. 
£ @Þr ipg is in. anſwer to our Paayers ?.1 Then 2 ;_ 4 
is may afford matter of, enquiry and; S 4 * 
lation, to enquire how the caſo fangs 
&n Chriſt: and our Sauls;.2t this; daye- "hs. 
ofc(s our ſelves to: be the Spouſe: of Grits. 
d if ſo, it is vexy probable that be doch naw 
d-chen viſit us, and. comes. to- the door of. | I 
Ie ceares. We profeſs to. be @ 4andlefich, in "4 
Th right bond x and if. Lo, if. 16 Hikely, be. N 
f_ ſometimes 74 the wid} of the golden _ 
ING" We r= to be the Church 


" wed. to. us Church, bs ES Chriſt #3 
Prempectes to be ſound ? © We have the Wor: [5 
"ſhip and Ordinances of Chrift, and his Name [© 
recorded: atnong .us: and he hath faid,- that Þ! 
; where be records bis lame, there be will meet bi 
people, and bleſi them." We are under his (pe- F' 
cial care and' providence, about whom. he is in |! 
2 ſpecial manner concerned':- And therefore | 


it concerns us to know: how we ſtand: in his þ + 


favour, ' And as this is the ſtate'of the Church | 


_ 20: general, ſo is it the ſtate of 'every particu} # 
lar Member, and 'is the concern-of every one | 7 
--of us-to know how matters ſiznd between |” 


. - -.-Chriſt and our Souls : Whetber we br in his ©; 
favour, and have his pleaſant. company ot [+ 
whether he have turned his back, withdrawn 
himſelf, and be gone away from us in/a diff 
content, becauſe he hath kocked and: called Þ& 
and we have nqt' opened unto him.” And it 
Toncerns us the rather to make this a ig 
becauſe the Providences of God for ſome tim 
| have been, and ftill are canfiderable toward! 
us:, and the Providences of. God: ſeem to : 
- "near ſome period. Some great work. or & 
ther God ſeems to have upon the. Wheelin< 
_ Chriftian+ world 3-which ere k may pok 
| + oiehe _ Wig” /And ſue onde 
» ,..- God! 


| mmnapdng 5 Ta bt Y fire (i504 bleſſed. 
[bing at ſoch a time to be. in Chriſt his tar 
| * fs dunder his wing. 4 
F th the proſecution'of this Uſe there are Is. 
"things to 'be! enquired into. 1. Whether 
C Chriſt have not, and do, not at this day emti- 
& nrly knock-and call. 2. What entertain- 
ls ; oo Chriſt findes, and what anſwer we have © 
[X 
2-8, Let us enquire whether Chriſt have not, 
72 Kao not at'this day' eminently. knock and 
| icall. Is not the voice of our beloved to 'be 
| at at the doors of our Hearts, faying, Open 
#0 me, my ſifter, my love, my' dove, my unilefited 5 
|: for my bead is filled with dew, and my locky with' 
tf be hops of the night ? We have told you” in” 
| x0 opening of the” Doctrine, that 'thovy 
* there be nopaſſage of God?s' providence eſr- 
& ciſed towards'us, bur it hath ſomething of s 
© call from Chriſt in it: yet there are'fome ſp 
| cial times, wherein Jeſus Chriſt doth'in a more 
eſpecial manner knock and call, requiring" en- 
| trance and admiſſion... - How we might Know' I 
| thoſe times, Thave endeavoured there to' fhewe * 
© Its not.my buſineſs here to affigne' new tines | 
of: Chriſ's'eminent calling , but by refiexiog 
+ .upon thoſe, to make enquiry- whether the a 2 
+53 not ours; And whether ,* — Sit X0o- 


Ca 
-==z 


pong 1; Gr £ ſhult-Gan'up mo le 


nine or- ten” Queries: And. by them we may 
<am6.t0. underſtand: bow the caſe Rane with!) 


USs- 
I Hath not-Chriſ of late days enficendy* 


| <alled, and at- this day doth eminently: call ll 


_ his Mercies? The more largely God's hand. 
is 9pencd in Mercies and Bounty unto. a per- . y 
ſonor people, the-moxe loud is his call to thera Þ 
to.open.to; him.in a.way. of duty. - God 'ex- oy 
z@s from us according to the Talents which | £4 
e beſtows: pon us. - It he beſtow five; heex- I 
peds that; we ſhould gain other: fide - Ln be- 
Gowivg of Mercics, God:d0th-not defiredly ''F 
cafi them away, but cxpeRs that he thauid-be *FY 
' Cexrved with: his own. © The more he Toads' us "fi 
with bleſſings and benefits; the more xeaſona- Þ 
ly ' may he expect that we ſhould abound'/in 
duty. , The more of any good thing thatiGod 
| beſtows,, the more good be: looks. that they 
d do-with it. - The Plalaitt. makes ule of | 


As 

. 4 
| 

= 
b 


2 


God's bountiful dealing to bean' argument to ' 
his. Sonk t0-retarn wnto bis | reſt; Plat: 1:26.” 7 4 
> Chri8is.che- reſt; of, the Soul, as well-ds) he 
{that gives zeſt unto the Soul, Matrli x14 28; ? 
E Some a eabat: Jahowr —_P "ore: —S 
aden, 


43.2 
 & ;« 243-8 ? y Fs 


8 N Fer in; 0; weſhall hevefbockJahit wee 
 edif this: bean argument. to-retutn-to 
ref, becauſe -God bath deale bountifully- - 
| þ I h us, ſurely Chriſt, calls: loud::to us, to re- 
to our reſt, . His bountiful dealing to- 
s us; of-/late time, and at/this day, is emb-. 
| 2 remarkable : For:he hath compg 
'E G, with bis *mercies, and'loaden us with 
; i bleſireg? and benefits. The great” Peace, 
zdant'Ficnty that God-affords, are very 
Wrderable, if we conſider the'broits thac'are.. 
xad inthe world, and the ſcarcity that hath ' 
ſpect threatged: us. How hath God' pre- 
- our fears! been better to+ us than; our 
\\Wapes ! done; great ;and wonderful things: for 
Sbcyond expeRation!! We: may not unkitly 
'P [uf that: aying/ of Moſes tour! ſelves/i 
pec& of God's providential=care* over us, 
Kkindnefs/to us, Dew x 1- 125127 The land 
x ye-gs 16 poſſeſs it is —— 4 land which the 
d thy. FEY ek for 3 the eyes of - the Lord 
are; always upon it, from thi beginning 
the year; 49001 0eo the end of 2be' year.” Gods © 
C dr eh in this! r relpet het Gon dani 2” 
wo admiration, | eſpeciallycif 'wo- conſider E 
uſe ah wobeve oat of -- eng nite a : bh 


 -mnexciess Dewt- af eng Bus Feſiern fa 
= aud kicked— Then ak Gofrberneedel 
i and lightly efteemed the Rock, of bis ' {alvath 
-Now- Thu ” God ſhould deal thus bountifulf 
.with-us, when we make, ſuch returns as the 
is wonderful/; and- certainly :calls; for othe 
Fruic from us; "thas hitherto weihave. broughy 
iforch. Butif belides theſe.common or gene 
ral, mercies which God hath beſtowed upd 
- us in_common with others, we conſider th p 
particular mercies which every one of us. 
. particular - have reccived,; we ſhall” finde thy 
Fo © hey have-not- been inconliderable, but. remak | 4 
_ Kable. | Have we. not at one. time; or oth! 
Met, with - conſiderable preſtrvations;, Prote 4 
_ ions, ſucceil:s- in our undertakings P 
it hath fared far. otherwiſe.with' our neig 
ours ?. + Have ' not every: one” ;our- particulſſi 
mercies to: take-notice of? -ag* health, wheat 
others have been fick 3 life, when:others har 
been cuc off; out of the Land of :the;-Living 
Liberty," > - when others have: been ugh 
..-raint;.) Preſervations 'from-dangers w 
Me. have -been,obnoxious un(o-3.:Deliverang 
mal evils. into; which we:have. fallen. -} 
"Were: endlcls to:enumerate. the. yaxious:-way 
_- Whercin and pony God hath been eminc1 : 
fo. OHM 0 gracious ygto [us; -Bur If 


l tb x {c aff TE upon: Gods FOE. | "I 
War TE may heh i eEafegge 
pnt of - themy chan any-other pexſon can.di- 
\ko. Us, -, Yea, We may obſerve--more 
x htenivg girgumſtances! in! them than!/0- 
s cane. For; many -times'/ithe- circumfians 
7 time and: place, and+-our/preſent condi« 
th do wonderfully exalt and magnific: Mer» - 
May. one lay,” I was' fick;/ and in danger + 
"Fi F dcath, when others did- die: 3 io what 
@ndition had I been; if Lhad died:then ! 've- 
unprepared fox death and-.another world: 
id never feriouſly: eonfidered my- latter. cady 
ad got no afſuxance of Heaven, nor: in 
Siken much pains aboat it- If Ihad gone then, - " 
ofe 1 know not whither I muſt have gone, nos 
*} N that muſt have become of 'me.- May ago-: 
xr” ſay, My: bouſe and family, were preſer> 
Y . iQ, when my neighbours was conſumed in 
” Fercitu) fames. . . If. ſach's thing had fx 
wy Wl 1. me at-that ! time, (ip all probability )-I 
d been! ruiped in-mine outward: eſtate, aud 
y rlelf and family expoſed to /the mercy of 
ers. May another ſay, was in ſuch and. © 
ich a diſixc(s and affliction, <and ſo. involve - 
xcin, that I could ſee no: way: of. eſcaping 3 
a &ethe time of my neceflity-was God's oppor 
ivity., and 7Yben I ſaid my foot ſipperh, alien 
be Lord be beld m: up 5 when FWerath: gia 


— ed 4 ny fac ike : eicunilanc ” 
make mercies! toi be eminent;'-whith _ 
 gaided by anunſcen hand beyond cxpeRa 

- the morefignal+and' eminent theſe ene; 

ahSiche yore of the ſpecial pond ha nd 
_-vf/God that may'be ken. int th ; the n 

doi are theknocks and calls *upoi 

and to anfwer Gods end inthetn; | And whith -M 
bf us can (ay but in; the- courſe of: oor liv F-q 
. we have” met-with- ſuch 'as theſe, iavy auliſly 
- many a-rime ? if (Þ, they ern; fron} 
- Chvict 5: andthe mote eminent they have ber #4 
the more loud hath been the call.” © 


+=. Hath notGod toudly called by his Judf-f 
rents? Judgments upon” others-round about 
us, which oe loudly called upon us #o beak} ' 
ond fear, und ts no mare fo wickedly, lef 4 
worſe thi ug beppen wto I : Have” Wwe not lee 26 
Of heard "Ef ome me have beet taker ay 


byes Y'7 watning- unt us !- Hath 
riot! he hand of God reached us in-our perſony ; 
relations, eliates, houles, trades, cxlfings, ar lf ; 
a __ And theſe have ner n6t 0nly bee I tors 


& | | 
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| A -« 
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potting at'us grevatibg cit 
ces or Fo" Fly mavde them 'tmote- to 
able t6 ns, that 'otheewiſe they Weald . 
C beet,” It may de, conſider them: in'thewy- 
"they have - only: been common tales. 
' hes,” ag Letters come 'to the Town. by the - 
len ind of the common Poſt, or Carrier; *buc 
hey tive beet directed to them with" (bite - 
ulit / meffage, - and hive intimated-fo. 
to thee, by the circumfiances of them 3 p 
js hath been a ſpecial call -to thee from Chritt. 
ad donbtle(s, we have molt of as had fuch'calls 
bthicks, if 'we have bat obſerved and take? 'th6= 
of: theny 3 and if we have not, the g Eromer 
ath been our fault and our tin.” If we do 
dok through the Nation, a5 the Mercies: have 
i ns gicat fat God Hattbubdcfervedly beftow- 
rampmye the Judgmetirs that havebefalfen 
not only beeti various, but very 6 
"Fuchs as the' handiof God hath' res "E 
ay fecn in;howſoeverthty have been liyhd 
$ by wicked tofirumicots: I nced not'fo cent» - 
er pcs them, they are obvious to: every- [5-9 
wvanteye” Bur what dothefe intimate wird 
rfzom us ? wg rad of God tra tt; 
, and he that ©eb 7 | reve: tie 


OT TOR IeT 


c 7 certain. 6 Pu Ne bis ndeft 
cannot. but ſce. cauſe ;chonghs | 


Is the miſery, that. every one. 
himſelf, and-.to lay--the blame 
ones door elſe ; and fo takes no note eo 
particulat call to: hims --1 would delize here. 
to ;.let--before -yqu,. and defire., thei, ſenior 
x..to-peruſe Gods threatnings' to wy 
and, the: cauſes chere afligned,'2 
"bow. fax; they . may; concern us ;/14 
93. 15+.tothe end, . And. as-fc = tha 


+ af po 


ly the blame upon others, and ex 


1 nnd cgicn to 


; ; minde, Dext, 29-13, I9, 20 :.. 

common. arhong - -us-to promiſe oj 

* Ap drigk away our fears 3, bu 
s eas nd, an  oepurdoaable 2 


er; nor ſhould we, any of us, | 
tha x {elves.. SureT am, rue: yoice 3.4 
udgments 1 and by the 
Kcuits of them, in that hers 


401 t of men after another, | 

one, they poly ew 

5 . In ns conpcatonel of t 

urrounding of us,aud hemming w 

by hand, Thy manifcfi the gd dif-" 

lleaſure, and more unavoidable 

ag over our beads ;. and therefore the 

md call is ycry loud, and muſt either 
—_ hearkne to, or elſe Chriſt 


SD 


F 


'S. 


4 Wai. 24, and deſire that as 

d meditations may dwell a little 

eas you goalong, aud you ' will 

Þ0. dirc4,you how to app 

t conditions, and the- Ef. Gods... 
dvidence will ſufficiently cxcwplike it, And - 
2 is Gog- 
"this gow: : 


+ 


©. 
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& elves > moſt rich p hf wi 
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for their ſerious obſerearion. IH BO ; ooh 


qut. When' God's Fudgements cornie for fin, 


ot Refuge of lies, and Covenant with Death ani 


Hel, will but little 'avail us. Bur'T paſs fromſi 
this; which is ſufficiently evident” to, be. a loud 3 


ak FS Chriſt, to a 


Particular ; , The way of enquiry» Doth : 


not 2 God eminently call, by the great liberiy 


and plenty of the Goſpel, which undeſervedy ly 


fo' this' day we do enjoy ? There isa notable 


ſaying, Pſal. 147: I'9, 20. He bath ſhewed bi » 


word to Jacob , bis tatutes and bis judgement; 


30 Iſrael : be bath #0t dealt fo with any nation, 4 


&c. And may not I apply this very pertineneF$ 


1y: to theſe Nations? for what Nation 'undafſih 


"Heaven hath enjoyed the Goſpel more plet-Þis * 


ifully, [more plainly, more clearly, 'and ord 
longer time, than we have done? The « 
rine of (the Golpel hath not ben more cleal 
ly taught in any *Nation under "Heaven, thi 
in this our -Britiſh HMland. No Nation” haf 
"had'more cminenely burning and ſhining lights 
"and many we enjoy at this day. Never N 
tion was: berter infiructed in the minde-av 
will of Chriſt's: (if. we do+not wilfully- ut 
| oufeyes pi this a ae Co'that other Ne 


tions 


' i, 
F 


Apofſtle:2Cor. 4:34 Lia Zoſtet: b&bad it Re # 
em that are Fe. « in whom: the God of this whe 2 
both: blinded *the mindes. of them that . believe 
is hot , teft the light of the glorious goſpel: of Chuiſt, 
obo is the image of God, ſhould ſhine unto:theiy. 
FAnd doth Chriſt thus ftand knocking and: cal-. 
l ing to this:day ? ſurely: his long patience hath 
j made his call the laader;: anditorbe:the' fame / 
with that,” Pſal. 95-. 7," 8, To. day if/:yei will 
ear his-woice,, harden not your hearts: 6ſpecial- 
ly: conlidering cow emphatically; and £0 pur - 
pile ) 'p:rtivently the Apoſtle applies ity; Heb. 
ml 4: 7- Again tbe limiteth a certain day, Saying an 
oh £3 David, Today, after- ſo lang a time, as-it is"; 
nEeBfo day if ye! will bear bis voice ;barden nos your 
daf jearty.. The night is far ſpent, and ths dhy is 
ct-ut: hands it-becomes:notus' then (who? have 
Ir 4 Righeed Chritts call ſo long,;and/ at whoſe door 
dd > hach waited-fo patiently ) to. linger any 
canWpg-r, but {pcedily to ariſe, and open. 'to him 
hanlt | his patience being warn out ) he ſhould 
af part in a diicontent. TT 
beg ; >: Doth not God- at-this:day quicken his 
No wiſters by bis Spirit. and make-bis.Embals- 
p p MWdors;in a more than ordinary manner, impor» | 
Woace with us to of. to Chriſt ?: Do: nog = 


ithful Miniſters of Chril(ayiog alideal 
cumftantia} | 


Ly: hf 
24 


-raiily, ſpout aae ver to Chridt ? dont as, 
a:more_ than codlacty Spirit reſting/upon the 
Propbezr, ing Tod apicing chews to'this 
-work » infomuch , that they are very urgent 
nportunate, and will take no denial, no 

\ excuſe" from ſinners? but cry and: cry aloud, | 
callandcall again,” We befeech yow in the name 
of  Chrift to open to him, and be ye reconciled 
t0God? 'Doth not Gud make Miniſters more 
-warin, more zcalous;moreimportunatein their 
work ?. So that -( undrageaogon;, Ko the 

Couragernents they mcet with, and the re- 
pulſes which you give”) they will take no de- 
Dial; bat renew: their ſuit? And if one fab-f 
j& will not work, they. take another ? if one | 
axgurricns will not prevail, they make uſe 0 
another? leave no ftone, no ſubject , untul 
_ med, unſpoken to, that they:can imagine m way 
prevail with you? What beſpeaks-all t 
earneſtne(s and induſtry, bat that Chrit calk 
-now'-in good earneſt upon you ? -for we' are 4 
5 6:00 5 witbout hin.” It's he t 

UT ware | 
ths, Itis he t 


20 on ae | Dp vidh-s' C: Tre there oY, p, 
w—_ us to deliver-one meſſage 3 the ev 

ice 'and demonſtration of the truth , and of 
I. power: Andall rhis is for your ſakes, that "the 
| [ call qitrs be more convincing and .cffeQual 
.. | upon you. And therefore if you | tide” a 
: + more than ordinary fpiric upon the Prophers 
+ at this day, you may conclude. it is a more 
yi 'than ordinary cal}. And therctore apply- chat 
[7 to your ſelves which the Apoſtle ſpeaks, A4(ts 

z 17+ 30+ However Chrift might wink at former 
+ ignorance, Or negle&, yet now ( by wayvt#e- , 

$+ minency ) be commands every man every where 
= repent . 


1 5. Doth not Chrift eminently knock and' 


*call at the door of thy heart, by fecret' impnl- 
| Fes of his Spiri, and convictions: of thy® own” 
| | Conſcience? Doth not the word of "God 
ſometimes come within thy bofome , and noe 
ly prove a general word ſpoken to'all but” 
Gings ſome ſpecial meflage to thee;; and GONtr - 

þ thee as Nathan did to David, Thow ars the * 
245 Or as Wifdom to the timple ones, Prov... 


ng How long, ye fimple ones, will 'ye love 


apliciey, ond the ſearncrs delight in ſearningy” 


jd fools hate kyowledge *-eath ye at my 16s" * 
roof, 0c. May we. not ay chat God. ivnot | : 
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8 __ cw Say kebarh ocapuion of bis eritage's. 
\. and. loth toJeane bis dmelling-place'#. Is there. 
not naw and then-a;ſecret word! whiſpered- in 
your. car, that «this word; comes from Heaven, 
ang.ii ſent a particular -mefſage to-you?- Are 
pot: yo ready -to: think | within- your '{clves 
ſometimes, How: comes the Miniſter to-know 
my-xaſe: (6 particularly, and to ſpeaktorthoſe 
things that none 'khnows,: but God; and- mine 


, 
£ 
| 
[ 
own Canſcieace 2 Why,,you-muſti kiiow,:that > 
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kc 
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this:is:God that ſpeaks to. you by us... It. is he 
- - thatfends us unte:you,- and puts words i in.our . 
* _months, and tellsus what to fay to you:: He 
who knows the ſecrets; of. all "Hearts ; directs 
us what to ſpeak; :and/he- by his Spirit opens 
you <er to hear, ' and:to take notice of 'what | 
ispoken, And he by- his Spirit convinceth 
[your Conſciences thati you are the.perſons to. 
whom it is fpoken- | "And therefore when. it. is / 
thus with-you,” you may afſuredly know tack 
this: a«ſpecial knock and call. from Chriſt, 'Z 
”  Maythere not be the fame inward working in © 
- - your Heatts, while\chis word is founding. in + 
hy YOu: "ears; or repreſented to your. eyes; Tea» [: 
=» Sg it; ty. Boy” hor in the Diſciples going ta. 


It 
'q 


. Chrif Met with-them: and; 
1ptures, pan La nl -Did- © 
; Wl: 


+qerane Sage you not pug: (ape wei M 
| qripings, and. prickings at the. heart ,: under I 
- Fihis or other: ordinance? this-is- the voice: of 
d | Chrig, laying, Oper to me,&c. andthe more. 

fenſible and-picrcing thele are, 'the more load 

is Chrigs call. 

3'6- Are there no fears upon the heares, as l 
God's people, left Chriſt his lay at our doors 
ould not 'be long ? Are there no ſignes and, 
ſymptomes of. Chriſt's wearineſs and readi- 
nefs- #0 devart, ſeen and taken notice of ?. Is 
there not. a | general fear upon the Spirits of 
moſt men, left the Goſpel ſhould be ready to be, 
removed? what ground and cauſe men have 
for-« thoſe fears. trom ſecond cauſes , I ſay;:nos 
thing 3*but that- there is ſuch/a fear. ,( however 
it comes to paſs, or what it is grounded upon } 
is _ ptroywh : and I am ſarethis cannot be withs 

dat the hand-of God; This fear is: an evil of 

vfiction, it diſquiets. and: troubles the ſpirits 

xt. men 3 and - therefore muſi needs , proceed: 

rom 'the hand of God. For the Prophet tells; © 

8,  Amos-3. 6. That there is no evil in the City 

u the Lord dath-it. This-negative interrcogas ©” 

8 being.a more vehemencafficmatiopn, Ard: 
| Chic: ſhould not wholly:depa ir, and take E: 
way, bis Goſpel. yet-his. particular. Zeke, 3 
Inward conriguone __ eva of | us 5F Qirze "HOY Ms, : 
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welt tn wrath b that ye ſhall never extey ws 
bi ref. How much of this day may be ſpent, 
prom cray hos gueſs.chan'any oue can tell you, 
how long he hath called and kinds 
ewe clear and full convidqions have been, and 
how they are now ; -how hot the Goſpel hath 
ſhined, and how cool it is now 5 .and the ſha- 
dows of the evening firetched ont. - And if 
b- this be gone, what will it advantage you to. 
'., have the Goſpel continued ? It will be but ſor 
& -- your bardening, and the-ſcaling you'up to 
everlaſting defiruQion, Tſajab wis a power» 
ful Preacher, and yet you ſee what a mellage 
God ſent him'to 17 ael, 1/ai. 6-\9,.10- It is a 
very uncomfortable meflage to afaichful Mini- 
ſter of Chriſt, to be ſent vpon+ this errand; 
bu yet it is the meſſage thar God ſends them || 
to many an one with :- and if this be our 
meſſage to you, it will be ſad, However, well 
_ truſt go what meſſage our Maſter ſends. us 
| and F- it be ſad tous, it will be-ten thon 
{ - _ times more dicadful toyou. Only ourearnel 
ip 2 re is, that you might kytow, at leaf, in Int 4 
- Your day, the things that belong to- your overs. 
ind theſ : general fears ate a loud cal} to 
0 longer, but open ts Chrift, 
=> 0G Are 
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hat do. prays. - 


f{ | fol will the wrath ot God be when-it.comes. 
I But I ſpeak here to.thoſe that do pray. . Hath' 
It not been your Prayer, that God woald ye» 
urn imo bis refting place, be,and tbe ark of bis 
ftrengeb ? Have not you prayed, Ariſe,0 north- 
winde, and come thou fonth, ahd breath upon” 
| my garden # Let my beloved come into bis gar» 
den. (Have not you praycd, that you nvght. 
"ſee and mect with God, as ſometimes you bave 
"done in bis Santiuary? _ That you mighi;fs, - 
down wnder bis ſvadow with great IE gd 
bus frait might be pleaſant 30 your taſte © Have 
NO onmg:5 ae A Gur lt your requeſts 
a Chriſt, Gying, Tel we, Ob 1bom whons. my 
owl- loveth where thou |feedeſt., | arid "here © 
ihow ceuſeſt tby flocks to reft at noon ? &e... : Oh: - * 
« Withat 1. mightenjoy powerful Ordinances ! and 
{meet with the power and preſence. of Chiifd iv | | 
; Fiehem ! that mice cer might ſer my teachers, 
end wine cars bear @ wakes bebind. wer fans -.. > 
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” 'up5:.a0d -in anfwe r"to' 4 bra your: den 
Y Ga 4s come, g's Rands knocking and-.cal- 
os - Open to me, my Sifter, my Love;:'my Dove, 
-my wndefiled. Thoſe ls; of Chriliywhich 
ning to your real:deſires; and in an- 
ſwer..to' your Prayers, muſt needs be. eminent 
and remarkable. & 
.-$.--Are not you the profeſſed Spoaſs of, by; 
Chiift ,, . that have profeſſedly given up- your! fp 
ſelves: by a ſolemn Marriage-Covenant unto, 
Chriſt 3\engaged and ſwore: that you;will.be 
bis and at his ſexvice? What-.deeper;.obli- 
gation+can you lay upon your (elves, than you 
have done? © In! your. Baptiſm and: renewed. | 
covenanting/ at the Lotds Table, and:by ſo-.. 
tern Vows and Covenants upon fſeveral-occa-, 
Fans: +So that none.in the world*canibemore 
Aolemnly. engaged to! open to-Chirift than you, 
arc. ; And 'in regard: you, expe-his-coming| 
| Hour, doth it not ftand you upon, to be! 
always: upon-your Watch-tower, waiting; when! 
. your\ Lord will come,: that you may preſently open, 
 *$6:bim? Aad now when heboth.knoeks. and 
; calls, is not this a-(ufficient ſummons' to) ol, ls, 
| n (and, bot him-in? Every'call of'-an\3 
| e en þ f Me: an One. as. Bro aag, 
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© (if. Horns york dnp, you, rhis-call © 

Sig be lyffiently eminentand: ecricbis.” 
elſe your” Husband may* charge you with 
KAoyald and breach of covenant, ut? 
Fo Did ever Chriſt"aſe more - earneſt inte 
ties, and ſweet -compellations, than 'he:dvth 
this day ? | Doth he not ſay (as-'to''the 
= Open''to' me, 'my Siſter, ' my Love, "my -. 
Dove; my wundefiled 2 Do: not. the ſweet 6x> 
| pweſſions of his love, in ſuffering, 'bleeding,. 
tying for you, {peak thus much.?+ Doth not'the 
weert 'voice,- and loving increaties of Chriltby | 
is Word and Mcflengers, ſpeak this layguage? 
| och not /his/ conttant care about you; "ard 
P jovidential 'kindac(s unto you, in" every're- 
ect, and according to what your hearts could. 
wh, beſpeak you in this loving manner'?: Dy” 
dt all theſe ſay that'Chrift ſpeaks like a mot | 
et, loving, cender; and kind-hearted: Bufc 
bd co'you'? Open 'to me, my Sifter, 8C;" a” 

ef theſe ſoft words ' might break, the bout,” . 
{force open the doors ot our heart, - wth- 

þ av delay. I am ſure Chritt hack man} Pg 

-a5s much love; and dealt with" as/imnc POE: 
| ſe towards us, 'as ever he'did rowards* 

p Wt. 'And--therefore his” "C ae 4 are” lood ” 
Ps doh. to: be Heart” es bas OL. ""N F 


falneſs and pleni 
"that our Souls can defines” or pr parc *þ 
-Fappeal toany of your ſouls. that ever did © 
pen to, and-lct in the Lord Jeſus Chrif, wh 
 herever you fourd any want in;him, or wen 
© Fireightned in him ? whether he bropghe nc 
-more comfort ard benefit with him, than cvaſ 
you were ahleco contain, though; you openedſf 
your mouths never ſo wide? Hath = .ndtþ 
fully anfwered, and over-anſwered- your moſt 
enlarged- expectations ? - ſo that ' you mig i 
have eaten and drunkgn far more dn 
"-f you had been able to contain it ? Every ha 
of his head hath a drop of ſome;kinde: of 
freſhment hanging at it, which you might «lh 
welcome to, And therefore } | i lopd 
nough,when he tells you what he ach by 
with him. 
But take the argument in a bad en Fi 
the Gufferings and affliQions of Chriſt ;. 
—_ are a loud call. Hath not Cha —_ eps 


ig your- ſeif'upon aetod of eaſe > nate... 
y? Was-not his 'once offering up himſelf a 

| | crepe nar any bue you muſt-erw- 
e bins randy = + 

x flo I and fluggiſh delays, and untes> - 
-'excuſes ? Doth- not Chrift ſuſſex & © 
nk in his Name and” Honour from -wicked 
@hemous wretches, who rend and tear his 
ory 5 Name; wilfully reje& him, and will not 
ave this man to rule over them 4 but muſt: he 
fo be flighted and undervalued by you? muſt 
ſuffer in his Miniſters by the revilings, evil- 
peakings, and perſecutions that they endure 
n-and from the world ? and is not this fuffi- 
uient, but their Hearts alſo muſt'be made fad - 
Dy your refuſal to open to Chri&? The weight 
vt this Argament makes this tall to be very * 
- and'cfpecially at this day, under the cir< 
ptances'that we now are. And therefore | 

ie nay beſerioully conſidered.” / © 5%) 
Dy theſe nquirics we may fee, that the call 

at this day is very eminent and' re--. 
w$therefore itconcerns usto en + 

wiee', what phifwer we take to this ny” 

= 1,or ww; 


| -®-wattertbat greatly eonorrns us ſince 
tis calls arc ſo amkinene;: and ret ha hath I, 


{ſo long at the door of our Hearts. wha [> 
anſwer have: we: made to the calls of Chriſt? *6 
have: we heartily, fincerely, and'readily: openedſ*© 


the.doors of our Heatts, that the Kingof- plory 


. wight enter in ? But alas! if we deal fanchfullyin vl 
the examination of our own. Hearts; and inÞ*Þ 
the account which we give in- this caſe; it is to |f 
be feared, that Chriſt hath had no- betcer (-ifÞ#t 
(good) ananſ{wer.from us, than he had here {# 
'- * - from his Spouſe; As will appear, if our hearts $1 


make but true- and faithtal ani; to thele fale 
| lowing Queries. 


+: 1» If we have exucly open=d to Chriſt, hall F 


comes it to paſs that convictions: are {o inch 
feQual and fruitleſs as they are at.this day? 


" We-tijade in the courſe of our {Miniſtry 'the: i” 


word. of. God ſometimes working by ' way of 
conviction. Perſons are convinced by the word 
that' they. are the. perſons ſo and fo guiltys 
. are alittle fiartled and afirighted 5 are pricked 
at the hearc, their Conſciences {mite;them, a 


2 : - 


tell chem as.Natban did David;. Thom: TI 
man, to. whom this reproot comes, -that art ! 


thus.2nd thus: guilty ot (in, art-iin-a-ftate"c 

| Daturs and Qnregeneracy, in the'gall of. bitte! 

4 d bonds bonas of iniquity and That af = 
ſt 


23+ | 
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LY That $'n0-way,/or fog lefoeo | = 
void this, but =q opening to Jefus Chriſt, 7 

7 'of; \and forſaking thy fin, curning. to 
vþ *C Ch al the. beart, and taking up a. new 
/[*courſe of life. Fleeing unto Chriſt alone--for 
Huttification in a ſenfe of thine own utter-un- 
procthynels,” Entering” into covenant with 
'} him, taking hitni for thy Prophet, Prieſt; -and 
EKings giving up thy (elf unto him, in- all 
©humble, hearty, and fincere ſubmiſſion to his: 
vil and obedience' to all his commands. 
This the word dictates, and Conſcienceſets in 
bwith i it, and ſeconds it : And to make! aupthe- 
keonvidtion more full, the Spirit of God-cormts-}.. 
Jin, and tells thee , that this condition thou + 
art in, is not to be reſted in, thou muſt either 
k rn, or die : To day if thou wilt bear the voice 
f God, then harden not thy heart 3 ere long it 
will be coo late, thy Sun will be ſec, thy day - 
f' grace over, and\theſe things will: be bid 
bo w thine eyes. Hereupon: thy Conſcience is 
artled, and thou beginneſt to think with: thy . 
Alf what thou muſt doi) and ( it may be} 
aſt- ſome ſudden carneft motions, . purpoles, | 
bs d reſolutions to turn, and to break: off: from 


mow ways and courles, ; to:become:a-new -/* 


=D IP 


2:But alas! how nes are:all._ 3 


mane -and re arp is hid 
-——_ and thou returneft with tbe ts 8 ihe 
 pomis, aud the ſow #hat was waſhed ta 
lowing i tbe mire. Ox,(at moſt, if- thei 
tinue fill) thou: goclt withan inmaed geipieg 
- wounded Conſcience, and dofi not-really & 
- out of thy (elf, unto Chrifi, fox: 
.. Ghaif i is little fore ſet by, or ſought aGer, but 
thoa patcheſt up 2 Flaiſier for 4 wrondet 
- Canlcience of forme pitiful, poor, and 1 imper 
ſet zighteouſncs of 'thine own, takelt 4 
- ſonnc fall formal Profeflion of Religion : apd 
- thus oppeſt the clamaursof thy Conſtiens, 
and Chriſt is ſhat out, and Kands withour i) 
Le cog I not ay of ſome, that. inktcad 
o Cheſi, they are haxdncd in thy 
| grown Sexman-proof? the Woxdi 
'. God to grown Srm takes not hold: u pc 
them, as ſometimes\it.. bath done;s: but, th 


dew ny, s and: | their Guls 1 mage 
þ Cendeſs than they: were beforgs: Le chis 
” | " Ent. yes Chrik finds, when bis bead j i. 
Hed with dew, 'and bis locks with: the drops 
ebenizht 2: Oh canſjder this before it b: ago 
;  batain Chiifi be withdrawn: and gone! - 
+ bave a fad complaint which-Gad- makes . 
7Epbram; Hol. 6+ 43 OO: [0 Epbraim{ 
WE ates doit thee > —— For. your good- 
; is a8. 4 morning-doud, and as ai vaply dew 
| paſſeth- away.* A; morning-Cloud. (ecms-to 
' if rain; . but-as the Sun anſuth- ic*va- 
_ away) ' an early Dew ſeems to-moiften - 
ad -refic(h the; carth , but when" the Sun 
bemes /'to- be hot; the daw is quickly gone, 
dhe grafs ſcorcheth: ſo much the more 3-o 
4 ; their goodnels very vabiſhing. and ug 
ſtant. They (cemed-to t-ke notice of Gods 
$ds; 16 beaffeGed with. them, and to prg- 
bp purpole- amendment 5 | but aJasy their - 
—_ apd purpoſes quickly vamuihes 'aue- 
rex atcorg1ng to: whatiyou find 
W178. Ss ws 7. if 


Hot coli &ions ; upd your ER in man 
Particular'cafes; whereiwyouhave' beewfaulcy 
\and' your Confciences have ſaxitten 50 
iyet tor alf this, you have Gifled thi þ 
- +viRiotis; and have not opened= to' Chriſt; 'yoy 
have” many. ities” been'\convinced/+of yo 
Pride; Worldly-mindednefs, Vanity. and | 
*Gvorinels; Stoath, and Luke-warmnels, 
-wardnels to: Duty, Deadneſs'.in:Du 
* belief," and difirutt of God, and: of h 
"ws Providence, and ſer 


reproved y Coriſcients 'D 
Spirit, of: God hath: To 


, 3. 
car, and/gone 0n in your fin till.” 
vening derfub 
4 who is your Lord and Husband,aud: wh 
4 maids Alb6uld have influence upon 
py friends” L we may all ſadly coniplai 
n this reſpe& we have all of us made/cXe 
ar | kept Chriſtout of out hearts... *f; < 
= 2. If the dobr- be not ſhut againſt 'Cheift2*. 
how comies it to- paſs that" the" Ordinances: wg 
hriſt | are ( little prized, 'f6 little fiore-{erby 
t this day ?' We told you inthe | 
the Doctrine," that one way of Chriſt his 
hog was by tiis Ordinances.” ' In'arid by 
e convincech of and-reproveth fin 3 dizxeQts* 
- and encourageth unto 'duty's FARE; 
s grace; "affords his cotnpany-, gives ut. 
(riſhment; refreſhment, ſtrength, and come 
uno. the hungry panting: Soul, 
Wells of 'Salvation,' and wean 7 ___ 
Ka 3 ' that'are for tbe re 7: 
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people 8nd bleſſith them. And thexefore-they Þ 
that .carelefly turn theis backs upon the. Ordi- F- 
nances /of Chriſt, turn their backs- upon, and 
_ ſhut the -door' of their Hearts againd - bim, 
_ Perſons may, and oftxndo, frequent the Ordi- 
pances of Chriſt ,, 8nd yet keep the door of 
= "Hearts faſt ſhut again Chyiſt ;- Bur: þ* 
; _ Bus axe uttexly- out of the way of opening to 
riſt, 'yea, ,out of the ordinary way of Chrifis 
bp : of that turn thejr backs upon his Oxdinan- $-- 
| 0&8... Greater contempt cannot perſons pour |. 
” upon Chriſt, than to deſpiſe and (et light by Bt: 
th > Online of Chritt, which he hath inti- 
85 means for the enjoyment of 'him, F..: 
d if this be ſo, how ordinarily.is Chrit þ.- 
'We complain of the. dnels of I 
Trade, and whata low rate all kinde of com 
modities caxry';s but Fam ſure Chriſt's trade if 
very. low 53. the commodities which - Ch 
ofters in the markei of his Ordinances { thoug h. 
very rich and colily in themſelves, yet } are af” 
a, NI Fe low. x: xate- 3p. the eftcem of moſt men, 


_ idk. © how rtany I is more an b 70 
wavel farther ,' and fake more pains, fof an © 

7 Wks batgain, thin to-mzet Wit "Ektin 1 pe 
© his Ordinances ! thefe malt” ottcly be arrended 2 
- at leifuretirnes, when mtn' have nothing, elfe 
todo. If the Orditances of Chri folt men 
/'an hour iti their ſhops, or 2 fi gle bargain: (ft ©. 

- = bat 6'che valae of 1 ſhilking) in their traffes; - - 
He pl "they chiuk Chrift bids mobs, fols, it Ke nigve 
thei to leave thei honldl bufineſs ard'atrend 


| upon him Many'v =hiriſt and bis cor». A 


any ata Towet rafe hifi rh#ty piecer. Sore | 
Ws igain') cat ſpare tithe to het Ordinan 
aig bur if it muſk colt :rheto' afty in 4-3 tic! 

| Oratndoces riolt be forborn. In many pla- 

$653 afid with many petitions , he is the befi 
4 injfier chat will be hited a tiie cheapeſt rare, 

though his preaching be litfe to ae batpBles 

boogh tic feldom difttirythegat with any com> _ 7 

Jai, fe Ealts- from Chr Others; though 2 

7 do freqrieit Ordinances, yer, not 2s the _ 

| Of: UBReS of Cheiit ; which binde Conſet- | 
bar” af indiffereht_ things, that may be” 

< done, or. left, .undone, without, any guilt 6k 
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or as little matter of Ae 1 into che VE 
world 3p ain fo ſoon 3s. ever the Ordinance If 


&d , without allowivg them(clves the 
Þ. teat tjme_to meditate, or beg God's blefliog - þ; 
_upon what they have been partakers of. 1s 
= - this your opening to Chriſt at his call ?- Iam 
very. confident this _is not the leaſt reaſon of |: 
perſons uofruitfulneſs under Ordinances at this |* 
day , becauſe the Ordinances are not..conſcien- þF 
tiouſly atrended. Nor do.perfons allow them-  }* 
ſelves time in meditating and prayerthat the Þ® 
Ordinance mY have. its ſoaking influence Þ 
upon. them. By this means, Sirs, you do too. li 
ordinarily, if not conſtantly, ſhue out Chriſti,” 
This low cfieem that the Ordinances of; Chriſt R, 
have aHiong us , doth _ ſufficiently manifet Þ}- 
that oux hearts are not rightly_open to Chrili. 
- was - far otherwiſe with. the: Spoule , Cantd 
« She ſate dawn weder bis ſhadow with great! 
delighs, aud bis fruit was pleaſant. to ber taſte. © 
Bur theſe have (carce time, and leſs mindes to. : 
fie down at all, but are jo a running. poſtage, © 
as if Chriſt's bounties were not w worth the fay- Z | 
ig for. py hl 
3- If he heart'be open. to. Chriſt, 


os ft, efron arc ſocold, Torah and 


* « "'S - 
. » 1 La 
. * a 


[9 x heart would be more wire lively, 
:G race would be:more aQtive jn us; thanitis.af 
his Weep.” We. read, /Cantic. 5.75. that when 

h pat but in birifinger by the bole of tbe door - 

Though the door was not tully openet+t0 him, 

—_ cf ſuch a warming, pertuming :verthe 


I; 


| bebind - him, . as ſet the; ;Spauſe hex Graces 
afloat-3-ſhe.ican-refſt no: longer in her bed; but. 
oriſeth; het bowels yern towards hins's; and:bes 
[4 mg ſhe get the door gpen, her. fingers: drop 
s th, myrebe's. there 'willbe; a » {cahblegaltiras 
niok;rhbe.bumours (to-fpeak fo) 2:Chavge'ot 
[i : :framc! and: diſpoſition. of Grace-dinthe 
heart where, Chriſt: comes, and-imhecterowirh 
5 entextainments..\. The Souls. Jleapy - A" - 
will be over; when: Chrifi comes ing: Md; her 
races Wilbfall.to (ticir work 3. Faithiwil be: 
** ative, Love. will:be inflamed, Dhank= 
nels will+be increaſed, Obedience kilkbe 
ire: exachc and. ainiverſal Repentanceiqmore: 
&p.: ng-,ffrjous, the heatt : wholly andyztar! 
ully y..epgagedfor .Chrilt{- when the-dobrcof 
he 1 Leare is-cxuely opcned to Cbritt.. Byb:iohgi 
_ pw far otber wide is 3, wyth-us. ! fomerkingiof: 
he caxcals of Religions: and the-formof God-! 
ineſs,.a0 external -profcflion of the Name+ ot: 
_—_ z but $9 the life, and* zeal, 


bp Yves oat ed Tag So PF AS. 


uct days) when "Cha wrainy exiely F: 
fon in his. Ordinances, and Belicvers-4itarts [ts 
" Were more freely and fully: opet) t-lin-,- we 

fee what holy, heavenly,” zealous, unjverfatly 
circumlpe& Cheittians were-then tobe found; 
what wonderful works did : manifef; chem: 
ſelves-in'them, and were done by:them..” But 
where have we almoſt -any Chriftians of the 
0d ſtamp and firaigleft! Now aday# we have 
much talking of Religion/3 bat lictle bolyzftrick 
andexcmplary walking in'the ways: LEDba, i | 


| am,therc is: a vaſt difference: berweenC rafiur 
in former days, and thoſe that now lives. Then 
they'were bumble, boly,- blameleſs #-#ll tans I, 
er of converſadion, Zealow for GodFgtory, tive: W' 
ly, (piritual and heavenly in their Buris, fer: Þ.. 
rext in ſpirit, ſerving tle Lord x tervetit in lor oe 
towards, God and the Brethren; and that x | 
in word only, but/in deedfand in'rruth; * af 
ght cafily be diſtinguiſhed. frodiithe g 
rality-of the world. 'Buc now; t ya f: on 
profefiors/'of Religion” are theres 71 
| Proud; Ttoverons, ſenſual ; compliers Pi 
folio utes of he wrld-ent _ 


lian £: "5 ark hour is CN and 
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[ F our rf bl 
me: if the heart be. RY to C ilk ; how - 
4 be «FH itt palk that che world hath, fo. reat 
p i hare 5 nd interett there ? Surely where Chritt 

| ns ains ph heart, and the whole bent 


Zof the Soul. is after hits ; Nothing more;gar- -, + | 
Io rig defixed , or diligently {ought tor than 


| Chritt, Rachels language to facobs upon ber- 
#ter grounds, avd with far bettcr reaſon, is the, 
Zlatiguage of a;gracious heart to Gcd : ,Give.me 
{Children or 1. dig. So (ach the Soul,” Give 
| or or I die-; 1 can, no "Jonger. be. nn 
» $+ out him; ;; 1 languiſh, ahd pine, away. for 
| want of him., If 1 may have. but..one; with 
-or requelt 1 in, all, the world ,-it hall be this: 
That God. would | beſiqw. Chriſt upon: me, 
lt: t 1 may not onely ha E an interett.in him, 
hd. title, or. claim; ro hims but. that I. may” 
ve his cor! pany, and communion with him 
Jay live in- "the light of bis. cour £, nance, 41- 
Fs a bebglding his mot lovely face, bearing 
[ant poices and. talting 3 his-: molt 
h ings of.a gracigus 
; Chriſt are the{ ame. cor x regkeg; 
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Souſe of the. Lard, ind that forthis.end;' that 
he might bebold whe beawt of 1 the Lord, jt and 
enquir mp r became 

ts: 5 other things, this (as che main J. would he 
Ss "ſeek. after. But alas? is it not; far otherwiſe 
\ *-"withus in theſe days? and that among thoſe 
+. that profeſs love ts 3 Chriſt! if. welook what 
= mofi'men are bufic about, what rakes up; -molt- 
© of their thoughts, ' what their Yiſcourfe is moſt ' 
doar in all companies,. what thcy. Tpend moki. 
time in, and weary. themſelves, in the rat | 
- cation of from'da ay to day : thall: 'We. not? 
-finde it rather to be *th Nees VE than. Chriſt? 
" *T will not ſay, (as is (iid of the” wicked) That 
| Godis nor in all their t onghts : "bur his may by 
fai rd J hg theit Moſt fres 
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ar xer 3 3 hath Of appnet No a6 
and - affeions: 'no 4 
in Scripture of-many very g 


have by Wha meiapf a but I do not te DE; 
Fr any ( mentioned 10 Scripture ,) that: -Were. 
ncere, that were avercome with the love: of. 


| le World: Demas (indeed) is faid to en; 
- | br this. preſent World. z;;but whether this; 
| © co be underttood of his.tocal apoltacy from: . 
Ws |. & faith, or, oncly his, deſertipg his publick 
t Pp k or..(tation., the "Scripture Jeaves-us in. 
x - dark; and, leaves this. brand of ipfamy.and. 
i th grace upon. him. We know what.che: A: 


[file : ras 4 Tis 6..9, 10. They that will 
of $1 fall. into temptation. and a ſnare, and, 


20. OD. 


; fooliſh and burtful luſts, which drown, 
2 Hrs rufion and perdition,; » for the love of” 
Wloriey is YT root of all evil :, which while fome 
bered. afier;they have erred from: tbe faith, pow 3. 
ved themſelves through with many Formed. 
d the Apaſtle Zokha tells gus, , x; Fobu 2: 15+ 
b1y man love.the world, the. love of the Father. 
in him, Evidcutly manifcſtng,that there.” 
de. x00n Sor Sow god the. orld to dwell 
me. Shu hepſelt tells wy 


ahd yer through the pigyalency of'the world, 
never truely opened his heart to Chriſt. .Exx- {® 
mirie yout hearts therefore how the cafe ſtands 8 
with you. If Chrift be there, and opened to BF 
as he ſhould be; how cones his mortal cnc BP 
my, the world, to have ſtich an mitereſt in 
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vt Faich? If. Faith thereſare be frujeſul where © 

is Heart i is: opened to Chrilt,. it concerns us 7 

d examine what fruits of Faith we findein _} 
ur Glyes ' For /as Faith hath a large #oat or 

foundation (having the. whole Word of God 

os its objett, upon which it a&s, and from 

ghich at 3] ame 1 it- fetcheth dirc&tion)-ſoit 

ath/ a large office and work 1n the" ſoul 3/ies _ 

» pork being tv purific hoth bear and-- life. 

dats 15. 9. Purifying their bearts by faith. 

Cherefare- the Apolile Fames tells us, that 

Faith without works is dead. being aloue.. 

N ay well compare Faith co a large and-frugi- 
Exqus tree, whole xonat or foundation is'the ' 
bole Word of Gad, regarded in the whole 
body of Scripture» The ground or at" .of 
[aich is the heart, (the commanding power of 
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3 _ hell be eas >. Lo bim — 7 


Eo bead,  Fhoogh thaw knowett betnrs hand. 
It 6 ge "a Bad? fault with- thee athis com» 
;ng yet be never the more afrzid;to ler him-in; 
x be thou weary of his tcbukes.: - It is. un 
eaſant. diſcourſe (qmavy times )- when:0 


i Fends Tip vp our faults,. and tel} 418 of *+ ©: 


but i It is really our faylt (o to account-it'2. for. 
- jt.is the real part of a Friend to reprove age 
xot to ſuffer fin upon' our ſouls. However tf-ma 
be unpleaſant, yet it. is both neccfſary id fafc.. | 
Kt argues 3.-more-than, ordinary, love ot; Chnſk: - 3 
towards. thee., it he deal thus fichiutty! with |. 
thee for whom be:loves be rebukes aud tha=s | 
ſtents Revy..3e 19: :Let thy Hearttherefoxe be. I 


open, ready, and willing 1). receive and-en 3zA8 4 : 


» brace his: moſt (cyere.rebukes ; Aud ke ras | 
- 4-kingne(s fxom him that he will rchuke'thee. 4 
for if; is. a+-piece of, b'ciſ:dneſs, Bleſſed 4: 6h &F- 
nan 1 liom:: the Lord rebukes and chu(ens, and |. 


vb. bim owt of . bis Law, Pal. 'g4. 15: Das F: 


Es uid having found the benefit of this, faithy 1 


Pſals 419275 1 know, O'Lord.that thy judge- F p. 


ments: are right, and that thou in faithfulneſs: Þ 

beer me» Avd v. 71. tis good favs 7 E, 

Jibave. been offi fied, 8c. And-theapor Wh. 

| Ss; that chough no affli dion bei ks, | 
joyous but greivans , yet urmards | 

ork the praveo ble "0p of | 


F  thew aſh? : ave ng rity. Heb: ”” w, 
= open 'therefore thy Heart to the tebukes 9 ot” 
* Chill and willingly receive them. ' * + 4 
| Ge to the comforts of Chriſt. '- Wi : 
| read that 'when” Chrift came. to his Fer 8 
4 % they were met together, his fir (alutg». DE 
1! | >tion which: he gave them was, Peace be wnto | 
|F 99m, Luke 24. 36. And tracly where Chit © 
4 3 ,comes-into th: Soul, he brings cruc (inwatd . 
PT. < irjtual peace along with him, and freely: be-. 
* * hows i it--upon his Spouſe, But yer, ſuch;is 
Cn ocnceot our natures to unbelicf;' that 
- we many 'tumes refute th= comforts which 
' /Chrifi brings, and do. not 'app'y them'to' our 
| ſelves. Smners indeed / do many times ſnatch -_ 2 
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